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From
President
Carrol Lund

Welcome to the
2010-2011 school
wel come to
fully into the 21st century! We are
joining the 0Go
by providing this newsletter for you
on line. Our survey indicated a
majority desire to receive the
newsletter and conference
information at your fingertips on
the website as opposed to yar
mail box. Our goal is to reach more
Missouri colleagues by having the
newsletter on the website. . It is
exciting to be part of a movement
to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Plan now to attendthe October
22-23 two-day conference.
Conference chair, Jamie DeNure
and cochair Sarah Adams have
been working nomstop to make
2010 at the Lake our best
conference ever. We have switched
to a twoday format so that we all
can enjoy Friday and Saturday with
friends and colleagues and Sunday
with our families. Heb your
colleague next door or across the
hall to access FLAM conference
information on line. We are also
fortunate in Missouri to have ten
outstanding teachereaders
serving as regional representatives.
Please get to know your regional
rep well, they havevolunteered for
and are committed to providing
Missouri teachers the best. Our
regional reps will lead the charge in

And

year.
FLAMG 2002 Distirgyuished EdudatoriLisa

announcing the change to osine
information from any computer as
opposed t o, 0o0h,
my copy of the newsletter and
conference program?o0

Julie M. HalseyBegnaud has
been serving us

Liley, MO 2008 distinguished
Bd ecdtdorr,evalsut ice
Teacher of the Year and has
traveled extensively. What riches
for Missouri! Watch for bth of their

sessions at the October
Conference. Our new 2010
Distinguished Educator will be

named at the Saturday luncheon,
October 23rd. We are all going to

love the featured workshop
presenter, Noah Geisel from
Col orado. Hedsiti

fun and techs avvy. | v
pleasure of seeing him in action at

awardwinning CSC and ACTFL
sessions. Be sure to check the on

line conference preview and

register for one or both of his

Saturday workshops.

We have all been shifting our
focus from whatwe are teaching to
demonstration of what the
students are learning. The two are
not always the same! | am
convinced that foreign language
teachers are the best of the best.
Our classrooms are surrounded
with realia, we imbed culture in the
language and per ACTFL
encouragement, we are trying to
spend at least 90% of each class
I N THE
sharing examples of concrete
studentdearning. Wing Lam, year

three Japanese during spring,
2010 semester is pictured. Our

umithwas ceMyd i Wi sli tl etaw e

Student s
then
created
) §105 510X
replicas of
a typical
&lman | Ba
(Japanese
style room.) Presentation mode of
their integrated  performance
assessment called for a detailed
write-up in Japanese of their
findings. Over 80% of the year
three students scored at the
advanced or proficient level and we
celebrated. Students loved the
chance for handson creation in

Home. 6

ﬁhQiFiﬂg LR wive gt
oebox 4inclyded .sooji épaper
%oor% étﬁat l{sli(i('\}deand fusuma

(closets) that opened. Is she not
the picture of pride in her work?
Please share your examples of
excellence, and please post them
visibly in your schools.

Thank you for being a teacher.
Thank you for touching the future.
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Two-Day Conference for Fall

October 22 - 23
Yes We Can!

With Wor Id Languages
by Janice DeNure

For years, members have indicated an interest in
exploring a 2day conference format and we are
happy to announce that it is now a reality. This new 2
day format will allow members to get the most for
their money investedn the conference.

What has stayed the same? The location is still at
the Lodge of the Four Seasond.ake Ozarkthis fall.
We will still offer as many, if not more, quality
sessions and workshops. There will still be a keynote
speaker, complimentary brealdst, luncheon and
movies. The exhibitor wine and cheeseception will
still be heldon Friday evening.

What is different? Rooms at the Lodge of the Four
Seasons have been blocked for members on Thursday
and Friday with more blocked on Saturday for those
that want to enjoy an extendedtay at the Lake. When
you look at the preliminary program, you will note that

the FLAM Conference begins on Friday morning with ad € t

complimentary buffet breakfast. The breakfast is
followed by two sessions prior to the immersn
luncheon with another session following. The price of
the immersion luncheonhas been reduced this year
and the menu has changed.

Our featured keynote
speaker, Noah Geisel, will be
speakingat the general
session this year. We
encourage  preregistration
for the keynote workshops
available on Saturday so that
a spot is reserved for you,
however,limited space will 45
be held for those wishing to register for the workshops
at the conference.

Movies will be shown in Spanish, French and
German but in three different locations at the same
time so that all can enjoy the entertainment at a
reasonable time.

Saturday is filled with four more sessions and our
annual luncheon with a few words from Lisa Lilley,
2010 National Language Teacher of the Year.

A more canplete preliminary program including
more detailed descriptions of sessions and times is
available on our website atvww.flamnet.org.

We look forward to a time of learning and
collaborating October 22d and 23rd at the 32nd
Annual FLAM Fall Conference. Registration will be
open Thursday evening from 5PM until 9PM and then
again Friday AM at 7:30. See you at the Lodge!

On the Road with Lisa Lilley
2010 ACTFL
National Language
Teacher of the Year

My spiing travels took
me to the East Coast. In
{ April | attended the
Southern Conference
(SCOLT) in Winste8alem,
North Carolina. We so often
" hear talk of southern
hospitality and perhaps think of it as a cliché, but |
saw it in action. Shortly after checkimin, | attendeda
together in a
me to visit with several teacher leaders who are
working to make languages available to their students
starting in the earliest grades. SCOLT featured
several excellent sessions on tdmology and
activitestrat capture students?®

In May, | traveled to Washington, DC to attend the
JNCENCLIS Legislative Days. But before the official
part began, |
enjoyed a tour of
the ACTFL
headquarters in
Alexandra, VA.
The following day
Leslie Hoffman,
Advocacy Chair of
the Foreign
Language :
Association of Ann Sunderland, Lisa Lilley,
Missouri  (FLAM), SenatorKit Bond, Leslie Hoffman
and Ann Sunderland, current President of AATF and
FLAM member, and met with Senator Christpher
0OKité Bond and his staff.

We then made our way to the opening se®n of
JNCENCL I S 6

me mber 0s

L e gi sCormtedsman RuUsha y s .
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Holt of New Jersey spoke to us about House Bill 4065,

the Foreign Language Education Partnership Program addressed

Act that calls for funding for KL2 language programs.
He took questions and then posed for phos with

constituents. | introduced myself as the ACTFL TOYtheir

and had my photo taken with him.He then asked us
if we would like to attend a joint session of Congress
to hear an address from Mexican President Felipe
Calderdn, fresh from a State Dinner athe White
House the evening before.lt took us about a nano
second to accept this wonderful invitation.

The House Chamber had the feel of a State of the
Union address with Vic®resident Biden and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi seated behind the podium.
President Calder6n was introduced and he entered
followed by an entourage that included several
senators. As Calderén hit the high points of his
speech, the chamber erupted in applause and several
times we stood just like at State of the Union
addresses. He gave
his speech in English
but the most
poignant moment
came  when he
switched to Spanish
to specifically
address the Latinos
in this country. His

wor ds ) LOS  Marty Abbott, Ann Sunderland,
extrafiamoso (' Senator Claire McCaskill, Lisa
miss you) were very Lilley

touching and all who understood him gave a loud
round of goplause. It was a moment that clearly
showed the power of languages.

After lunch, we had an appointment with a staffer
i n Senator
appeared that we would be unable to meet the
Senator. But we pressed and Ann playk a trump
card when she said that she had taught French to the
Senat orcbiklrensint thepKansas City area.A
short while later we got to meet Senator McCaskill.
Although our time together was very brief, this was
one more example of the power of laguages and
personal connections.

Following that visit, we went to the office of
Representative Roy BluntThat visit was also brief but
he personally invited us into his private office where
he showed off family photos andhen posed for one
with us.

The following day at the INGUCLIS meeting Andre
Lewis, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International

4

Clairelt Mltlaﬂyasgtl U

and Foreign Language Education,

us and  took

guestions. Several delegates
clearly conveyed to Mr. Lewis
opposition of the
Reauthorizaton of the
Elementary and  Secondary

Schools Act as it will eliminate
FLAP grants and put languages
in  competition with  other Lisa L|IIey and Andre
content areas for funds. | 6 | Lewis
hopeful Mr. Lewis came away with a better
understanding of our position.

I am indebted to ACTFL fohis chance to visit our
nationds capitol and pl ay
process. Sometimes only a handful ofwelltimed
letters, phone calls, and office visits can sway an
opinion. Congressman Holt urged us to always be
armed with statistics amd to have our facts straight
but to also know the powerful impact that an
anecdote can have on decision makingTo find those
stats, facts, and anecdotes, visit the JNGUCLIS
website at www.languagepolicy.orga n d
website at www.actfl.org for advacacy information.
There youdl | also find i
free weekly ACTFISmartBrief which | find to be a
valuable resource for staying current on advocacy and
legislative efforts across the country.

Advocacy has to be part of our job deription. |
encourage all of us to find our voices to speak up for
languages.

Tips for Teachers:
How to Develop Your
°d e Alltussld Cothpetence

(and your own!)
by Kim Lackey

In preparing for this article, |
found thatompratl da
difficult to define! An online search
yielded a lot of information from those in the fields of
health care and psychology as they strive to provide
the best care possible for patients from a variety of
cultural backgrounds. After readinga variety of
sources, | came up with the following definition to use
for the purpose of this article. Cultural Competences
the ability to successfully interact with those from a
cultural background that is different from your own.
To be culturally comptent, one must begin with sel

a

ACTFL:¢
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awareness of oneds own
competent means valuing diversity and understanding
the dynamics of difference that can lead to possible
misunderstandings in crossultural communication.
It includes knowkdge of different cultural practices
and perspectives as well as specific skills that allow
one to communicate effectively with those from other
cultures.

Cultural competence doesn't occur as a result of
taking a class or from reading a book. Students
become culturally competent over time and the
following suggestions are a place to start.

xShare your knowledge with students about the
following verbal and nonverbal behaviorsthat can
vary depending on cultural background: personal
space, eye contact andeedback behaviors (leaning
forward, smiling, nodding, etc.), interruption and
turn taking, gesturing, facial expression, silence,
dominance behaviors, volume, and touching. If your
knowledge about these topics is minimal, ask native
speakers for their mpressions. Talk about it with
other teachers and those who have traveled to the
target culture.

xInfuse cultural topics into your everyday lessonsif
you are teaching food vocabulary, use a recipe from
the target culture. If you are teaching prepositns
of place, communicate about the location of
products from the target culture in a picture. Use
places or events from the target culture when
creating conversation cards. Expose your students
to authentic reading and listening sources from the
target culture (with questions and activities
appropriate to their level) whenever possible.

xEncourage otherstudents, parents, or community
members who have traveled to the target culture to
share their experiences with your classes.

xGive your students opportoities to communicate
with native speakers via epals, Skype, guest
speakers, etc.

xParticipate in ahosting programfor students from
the target culture. Intercultural Student Experiences
(ISE) is one of many companies who organize this
type of opportuniy. Volunteer to coordinate a
program with your students and bring their summer
experiences into the classroom throughout the
school year.

Xravel with your students to the target culture.
Strive to go beyond thdypical tourist activities and
help your gudents interact with native speakers and
reflect on their experiences.
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