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From President 

Lisa Lilley 
 

Happy 2012! I 

hope the winter 

break gave you some well-deserved 

rest as well as time to explore 

interests that may have been set 

aside during the busy first 

semester.  I had time to read again 

including websites I had 

bookmarked some time ago.  At 

Vicki Davis' coolcatteacher blog, I 

found a very wise insight:  "I don't 

make resolutions, I make 

appointments with myself to 

improve habits"   

http://coolcatteacher.blogspot.com

/2011/12/be-new-person-in-2012-

it-all-starts.html 
 

The idea of appointments with 

oneself is powerful because too 

often we start with a list of firm 

resolutions in early January but 

after a curve ball or two, it 

becomes easier to give up rather 

than trudge ahead.  But 

appointments sound to me like 

small checkpoints I can realistically 

schedule throughout the year for 

reflection and to celebrate any 

successes, be they large or small.  

Maybe the idea of appointments 

for improvement will work for you 

too. 
 

Speaking of successes, FLAM 

actually has quite a few big things 

to celebrate.  Our 2011 Fall 

Conference was a certifiable hit.   

We experienced a gain in 

attendance of 22% and numerous 

presentations received glowing 

reviews.  We were touched by the 

moving comments made by each of 

this year's award winners at the 

Saturday luncheon and benefitted 

as always from Past President 

Carrol Lund's encouragement and 

enthusiasm.  The move to the 

Sheraton Westport brought a few 

challenges, as happens with 

change, but in the end the facilities 

were overall very positively 

received by the attendees.  Who 

couldn't appreciate those comfy 

chairs in the business center?  

We're especially grateful to 

conference chair Sarah Adams 

Schwartz, assistant chair Angela 

Smith, and treasurer Stephanie 

Dominguez for their considerable 

contributions that paid off in a 

strong conference for us all. 
 

In order for the FLAM 

conference to continue to grow and 

be a success, we need you!  Please 

consider sharing your ideas in a 

session or workshop.  You can 

easily find the Call for Proposals on 

the home page of the FLAM 

website (www.flamnet.org).  If you 

are reluctant to present by yourself, 

invite a colleague to help divide the 

duties and provide mutual support.  

Too often teachers discount their 

own ideas but please consider the 

fact that you may offer something 

that may just be the thing another 

teacher needs.   
 

Wendy Brownell, Spanish 

teacher at Camdenton H.S. is an 

example of a teacher who tirelessly 

shares with colleagues.  We can all 

be very proud of how Wendy 

represented Missouri when she 

was a finalist for the National 

Language Teacher of the Year at 

the ACTFL Conference this past 

November in Denver.   Read more 

on page 2. 
 

Another accomplishment for 

FLAM was our participation in a 

Summit on International Education 

sponsored by the Missouri 

Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education in Jefferson 

City on January 9.  The purpose of 

the event was to demonstrate the 

impact that languages can have in 

building a strong economic future.   

Read more on page 9. 
 

As we look to the future, I am 

excited to share that St. Louis has 

been chosen for the 2014 Central 

States Conference on the Teaching 

of Foreign Languages.  CSC will 

take place at the Hilton, St. Louis 

at the Ballpark on March 20-22, 

2014.  It isn't at all too early to 

start making plans to attend (as 

well as present!)  We want to have 

a very large turnout of Missouri 

teachers.  By the way, this year's 
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CSC is in Milwaukee, WI on March 

8-10.  Visit http://www.csctfl.org/ 

to find out more about the wealth 

of sessions that await you at this 

year's Central States Conference. 
 

In this next year, the FLAM 

Board will need to schedule 

appointments to work on improving 

our communication with Missouri 

language teachers. We'll need to 

do this through e-blasts, our 

website that contains our 

impressive online newsletter, and a 

stronger presence on Facebook, 

Twitter, and perhaps other social 

media.  The Board will undoubtedly 

be tapping several of you to help.  
 

In closing, I wish you a very 

successful 2012.  Whether you are 

a resolute resolution maker, a 

newly converted appointment 

maker, or one who has very 

successfully learned to fly by the 

seat of his pants, I applaud you for 

somehow making it all come 

together to give your students the 

gift of language learning.  
 

 

Lisa Lilley 
FLAM President 

 

Brownell Finalist for ACTFL 

National Language Teacher   

of the Year 
 

The Missouri 

delegation at the 

ACTFL Convention 

in Denver felt very 

proud on November 

18th when Wendy 

Brownell stepped 

onto the stage of 

the Convention 

Center before a 

crowd of over two 

thousand educators.  Brownell was there as one of 

five regional finalists for the ACTFL National Language 

Teacher of the Year, an award intended to elevate the 

status of our profession by creating opportunities for 

recognizing some of its most accomplished members. 
 

Brownell is a National Board Certified Teacher and 

has taught Spanish at Camdenton High School since 

1995.  Her path to the national competition began in 

2010 when she was honored as the FLAM 

Distinguished Educator of Missouri.  In March of 2011 

she was named as the Central States Conference 

Teacher of the Year, a distinction that automatically 

designated her as a finalist for the ACTFL award.  As 

part of the rigorous selection process for both the CSC 

and ACTFL competitions, Brownell had to create an 

extensive portfolio documenting her accomplishments 

in the classroom as well as her contributions to the 

profession.  She also had to submit an unedited video 

of her instruction.   
 

Brownell is a frequent presenter at conferences 

and a contributor to many online language teaching 

forums.  Last year she spoke on the value of world 

language instruction with legislators in Jefferson City, 

Missouri and with members of Congress last May in 

Washington D.C. 

 

In Denver, Yo Azama, a Japanese teacher from 

California was ultimately awarded the title of ACTFL 

National Language Teacher of the Year, but anyone 

who knows Wendy is well aware that she is a winner 

in her own right. As the CSCTFL TOY and ACTFL TOY 

finalist, a spotlight now very deservedly shines on her 

contributions to our profession both in the classroom 

and beyond, through her significant online presence.  

Check out her new blog at 

http://senorab1972.wordpress.com/ for lots of great 

tips, resources, and food for thought. 
 

Congratulations, Wendy!  FLAM is very proud of 

your accomplishments! 
 

A Note from Wendy 
 

Dear FLAM Board & members, 
 

First of all, I want to pass along information about 

the 2012 ACTFL Teacher of the Year, Yo Azama. He 

will represent our profession very well in the coming 

year. 

http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=5

308 I also got to meet the great minds in our 

profession today, and it was wonderful. 
 

I thank all of you at FLAM for your constant 

support and encouragement as I went through the 

Teacher of the Year process. It was the best 

professional development experience of my life, 

http://senorab1972.wordpress.com/
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=5308
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=5308


www.flamnet.org                                Foreign Language Association of Missouri 

 3 

causing me to think critically about everything I do for 

students and why I do them. It was a time for me to 

appreciate how much I’ve grown since my first year of 

teaching in 1994, but also to think about how much 

more I need to learn to give every student the very 

best education I can. I am amazed at how far our 

profession has come and all of the exciting things that 

are happening across the country and want to bring 

all of those things home to my students. Something 

that will stick with me was from a NADSFL meeting. 

The NADSFL president Greta Lungaard said, “It’s not 

about you, it’s about the learners.” I realize now that 

her quote sums up my relentless pursuit of excellence 

in the classroom for the past 18 years; I have to do it 

for the learners.  
 

Again, thank you for cheering me on every step of 

the way. It was an amazing journey.  
 

Wendy Brownell  
Spanish Teacher  

 

FLAM Conference Summary 
Speaking Up for World Languages 

by Sarah Adams Schwartz 

 

The 2011 Fall Conference in St. Louis was held at 

the Sheraton Westport Plaza on Friday, October 21 

and Saturday, October 22. We had a 22% increase in 

attendance 

from last year! 

Registration 

opened on 

Thursday night, 

manned by 

Treasurer 

Stephanie 

Dominguez 

and Julie 

MacDonald. 

With the help of several others, the registration desk 

was transformed into a Halloween wonderland!  
 

Friday opened 

with a 

magnificent 

spread of 

breakfast food at 

the immersion 

breakfast, which 

was sponsored by 

the Department 

of Languages and 

Cultures and Department of Anthropology, Sociology, 

and Languages at the University of Missouri in St. 

Louis. Spanish, French, German and more could be 

heard throughout the ballroom.  
 

At 9:15, the first of 14 morning sessions began. 

Attendees had the opportunity to take a field trip to 

the Missouri History Museum along with sessions with 

topics such as differentiation, teaching grammar, and 

French poetry. After a nice break for lunch with friends 

and colleagues, sessions resumed at 2pm. Topics 

included TPRS, going beyond the textbook, advocacy 

and Understanding by Design.  
 

At 3:30pm, President Carrol Lund presided over 

the distribution 

of FLAM 

awards and 

passed the 

torch to new 

FLAM 

President Lisa 

Lilley. 

Teachers 

continued on 

to Regional Mixers to meet and chat with colleagues 

from their areas before making their way to the wine 

and cheese reception at 5pm.  
 

FLAM members were spoiled by the spread at the 

wine and cheese reception this year. WOW! It was 

absolutely gorgeous, not to mention delicious, with a 

large 

variety of 

meats and 

cheeses, 

plus fruit, 

nuts, 

vegetables 

and much 

more. There 

was a lot of 

time to eat, 

mingle, have a drink, and browse the exhibitor 

booths. FLAM thanks Washington University for their 

generous sponsorship of the reception. 
 

The day concluded with a showing of the 

documentary “Speaking in Tongues.” After an 

introduction from Eva Russo and Anna Leeper of 

Washington University, 26 FLAM members watched 

the film about bilingual and immersion education. The 

discussion was continued on Saturday at a session 

discussing the topics brought up in the film.  
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Saturday 

morning brought 

13 sessions to 

FLAM members. 

Topics included 

technology, 

standards-based 

grading, charades 

for grammar, 

games, and 

meaningful communication. Almost 40 participants 

began their day with a little exercise, dancing tango or 

salsa! Shannon Ruiz, our invited speaker, presented a 

session entitled It’s NOT All Fun and Games in the 

World Language Classroom to over 70 attendees.  
 

After the morning sessions, lunch was served in 

the Sheraton Chalet. The award of Friend of Foreign 

Language was accepted on Representative Sara 

Lampe’s behalf. Tammy Lueck, a German teacher at 

Rolla High School, accepted the Distinguished 

Educator award. Donna Siegrist received Lifetime 

Achievement Award. 
 

The afternoon sessions began at 2:15 with 

Shannon Ruiz’s second workshop entitled Why and 

How to Measure Performance Compared to the 

Standards, along with 

many sessions. Some 

of the offerings in the 

afternoon were on 

technology, last 

minute sub plans, 

using TPRS, 

community building 

and the high 

school/college transition.  
 

Our first year in St. Louis was a success! We had a 

large variety of sessions offered, a great space for 

meetings, wonderful food and beverage, and of 

course, great colleagues! We worked hard to have a 

wide variety of offerings during each time slot. We 

plan on a few changes for 2012, including some 

“Show Me More” encore sessions, a mid-day 

documentary showing, and more! 
 

Please go to www.flamnet.org to find information 

about the poster and essay contests (deadline March 

15), grant opportunities, and the call for presentation 

application. The theme for the 2012 conference is 

Gateway to the Globe.  
 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Tamatha Lueck Named 

Distinguished Educator 
 

Tamatha Lueck, a 

German teacher at 

Rolla High School in 

Rolla, MO, was 

selected as the 2011 

recipient of the 

Distinguished Educator 

Award given by the 

Foreign Language 

Association of 

Missouri. The award 

was presented at the 

association’s 33rd  Annual Fall Conference at the 

Sheraton Westport Plaza in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 22, 2011.  
 

The Distinguished Educator Award recognizes a 

foreign language teacher who exhibits excellence in 

language teaching.  The selection process includes 

the submission of a portfolio and letters of 

recommendation.  Several colleagues, parents, as 

well as current and former students wrote letters on 

Lueck's behalf.  In them, they mentioned her 

dedication to the world language teaching profession 

and how she helps students be successful by 

encouraging them to never give up.  
 

Mrs. Lueck has taught French and German since 

1995.  She has taught German at Rolla High School 

since 2007.  Previous honors include Teacher of the 

Year at Lexington High School, Lexington, Missouri 

and the Missouri State Teachers Association 

Southwest Region High School Educator of the Year.  

She has held various leadership positions in FLAM 

and other professional organizations. 
 

Rolla's principal, Nathan Hoven, shared that 

Tammy's abilities are clearly evident in her efforts to 

revive the school's German program.  "Before she 

came to Rolla High School, the German program was 

in danger of being cut due to low enrollment.  Faced 

with this challenge, Tammy has responded in 

outstanding fashion, resurrecting the program and 

filling her seats with students.  Not only has the 

enrollment skyrocketed, Tammy has also gained 

outstanding numbers in the German Club." 
 

A former student, Trisha Stacks, describes Lueck 

as an educator who "...does not simply teach her 

students the basics of a new language; she has a 

http://www.flamnet.org/
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unique talent for engaging and inspiring her students 

personally, while still maintaining professionalism.  

Mrs. Lueck was instrumental in encouraging me to 

achieve all I could both personally and academically."  
 

Tammy’s remarks at the presentation follow: 
 

Thank you, Kathy, for that touching introduction.  

Are you sure that was ME you were describing? 2011 

has been an interesting year for me; a year of many 

challenges and many rewards.  From my husband’s 

deployment in January, to my nomination for this 

great honor, to motherhood…2011 will definitely be a 

memorable year for me. 

I come to you this afternoon feeling very grateful 

but also incredibly nervous.  It is a tall order to ask a 

new mother to form a coherent sentence in her sleep-

deprived state, let alone an entire speech. Could 

someone please explain to me how it is that I can talk 

to over 1000 teenagers packed in a gym and not 

even blink an eye, but put me in front of a room of 

adult colleagues and I want to crawl under this table? 

I know you are excited to get back to socializing, so 

I won’t take much of your time but I have a few 

thoughts I would like to share with you while I have 

the opportunity.   

As part of the Performance Based Teacher 

Evaluation program in my district, all teachers are 

required to formulate a personal philosophy of 

teaching.  If this is something you have never done, I 

would challenge you to take the time to create your 

own personal philosophy of teaching.  It is a 

tremendous opportunity for you to reflect on what is 

most important to you as a teacher.  In writing my 

own personal philosophy of teaching, I was able to 

identify six core beliefs that have shaped me into the 

educator I am today.  

First, I believe that learning another language is an 

opportunity that should be provided to every student 

in our schools.  IEPs, 504s aside…every student has 

something to gain from being in a foreign language 

classroom.    

Second, I believe in setting students up for 

success early in their language learning experience.  

The first thing I teach and assess in German One is 

the alphabet.  Rarely is there a student who does not 

earn a high score on this assessment.  This 

opportunity to experience immediate success, in a 

class that is often considered scary or intimidating, is 

an essential part of my core values as an educator.   

Next, I believe our focus should be on what the 

student does well in the language.  Frequent praise 

early in their language learning careers will lead to 

those students becoming the life-long language 

learners we all strive to produce in our classroom.   

Fourth, I believe in taking time to get to know each 

student on a personal level.  I have developed ways to 

get to know the students better without sacrificing 

important content.  For example, early in German 

One, students learn the vocabulary for family 

members.  I find that by simply sharing anecdotes 

about my own family life in the target language, 

students relax and are more likely to be open with 

me.   

Along the same lines, I believe in fostering a 

climate of mutual respect in the classroom.  It has 

been my experience that maximum learning occurs 

when the student feels respected.  I truly believe that 

in our culture today, students need to be taught how 

to respect each other.  The most effective way to 

achieve this daunting task is quite simple; respect 

must be modeled.  I strive daily to model the level of 

respect I expect from my students.   

Finally, I believe that the single most important 

thing in my classroom is the relationship I have with 

my students.  Yes, I truly believe that the teacher-

student relationship is even more important than 

conjugating verbs and adjective agreement.  A 

positive relationship with students is important in any 

classroom, but especially in the foreign language 

classroom as many of us have our students for four 

consecutive years.  We have the precious opportunity 

and the incredible responsibility of shaping the lives 

of young people each and every day.  I challenge you 

to not lose your students in the ocean of content.     

I hope you will indulge me a few more moments 

while I thank some of the most important people in 

my life.  My parents, Charlie and Dianne, have had an 

everlasting impact on my life and career.  My dad is 

here with me today, but Oma Dianne graciously 

volunteered to Koopersit this afternoon so I could be 

here with you in person.  (I didn’t have to twist her 

arm too much though!)  My parents were my first 

teachers, and taught me the value of hard work and 

loyalty.  I wouldn’t be the person or the teacher I am 

today if it weren’t for the loving support of my 

husband Aaron.  He truly understands the 

commitment and sacrifice it takes for me to be the 

teacher I want to be for my students.  His partnership 

means more to me than I could ever express in words.  

Naturally, I owe many thanks to my own teachers and 

of course my colleagues, present and past, for their 

friendship and support.  I would also like to thank 

FLAM for the opportunity to represent this 

organization and the many years of excellent 
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professional development you have provided the 

foreign language teachers of Missouri. 

In closing I would like to leave you with one final 

thought to ponder as you return to your classrooms 

around the state on Monday.  Maya Angelou, one of 

my favorite authors and poets poignantly says, “I've 

learned that people will forget what you said, people 

will forget what you did, but people will never forget 

how you made them feel.”   I could not have said it 

better myself. 

Thank you and enjoy the rest of the conference. 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Presented to Donna Siegrist 
 

The FLAM 

Lifetime 

Achievement 

Award is 

presented each 

year to an 

outstanding 

Missouri 

teacher who 

has devoted his 

or her 

professional career to the improvement of foreign 

language learning.  This year's recipient, Donna 

Siegrist perfectly fits that description.   
 

We tend to admire leaders like Donna who possess 

initiative perhaps because we know it to be a trait that 

is difficult to instill in others.  FLAM is fortunate to 

have had a leader like Donna quietly at work behind 

the scenes, taking the initiative in ways that have had 

a real impact.  Of most recent significance is her 

leadership in establishing ties with Missouri's 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(DESE) to develop Course Level Expectations (CLEs) 

for World Languages.   
 

Prior to Donna's contact with Sharon Hogue, 

Assistant Commissioner at DESE, world languages 

had been left out of the subject areas that were to be 

included in the CLEs.  Donna convinced Hogue that 

world languages should have a place at the table with 

other subject areas.   Donna also felt that the CLEs 

could provide support to teachers beyond the 

Frameworks which she had also helped develop over 

a decade earlier.  Working in retirement, Donna led a 

committee of teachers through the creation and 

editing process that culminated in the publication of 

the CLEs for World Languages on the DESE website 

http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/GLE/.  

Hogue praises Donna by describing her as "a 

committed educator who believes in the value of 

teacher knowledge, professional development, and 

teachers' desire to do their best for students in our 

state."  She goes on to say that Donna "has been the 

driving force behind a document that will guide and 

support World Language teachers for years to come." 
 

A look at Donna's lengthy career attests to her 

devotion to the improvement of foreign language 

learning.  Donna began her long association with the 

Raytown School District in 1970 by teaching 

elementary school Spanish and French.  She was a 

middle school Spanish teacher for almost fifteen 

years and taught high school French for four years.  

Donna only recently retired in 2010 after having 

served in a supervisory role as District Department 

Coordinator for Languages and Instructional Coach for 

Fine Arts since 1999.  Her own education very 

impressively includes study programs at La Sorbonne 

in Paris and Université de Bordeaux.   She became a 

certified Ruby Payne trainer as well as a participant in 

Instructional Coach Training at Kansas University.   
 

Honors include Teacher of the Year recognitions in 

the Raytown School District which led to her further 

achievement as a finalist for the Missouri State 

Teacher of the Year in 2000.   Donna was recognized 

as FLAM's Distinguished Foreign Language Educator 

in 2002.   
 

Perhaps her longtime friend Carrol Lund sums it up 

best “...Donna is my friend, mentor, roommate and 

role model. She is who I want to be when I grow up! 

She enriches those around her be they students, 

colleagues, friends or family.” 
 

Congratulations, Donna, and thank you for your 

contributions to our profession! 
 

Donna’s remarks at the presentation follow: 
 

When someone receives a Lifetime Achievement 

Award, it is not wholly a recognition for an individual 

alone. A lifetime achievement begins with those early 

years of teaching which are incredibly influenced by 

the mentors that help mold good teaching practices 

for the newbie. I was blessed with mentors who 

shared materials, lesson plans and discipline 

strategies to help me get off to a good start. These 

mentors also introduced me to valuable resources 

like FLAM, ACTFL and CSC. I owe these master 

teachers a huge "thank you" for supporting my early 

http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/GLE/
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career in the classroom. When my turn came, I 

supported new teachers and the foreign language 

organizations that keep us up to date with what is 

happening in our discipline. If you are a new teacher, 

search out good mentors; and if you are a master 

teacher, extend your hand to help our upcoming 

professionals get started on the right foot. 

 

Rep. Sara Lampe is Friend of 

Foreign Language Award 

Winner 
 

FLAM's Friend of Foreign 

Language Award is presented 

each year to an individual or group 

from outside the foreign language 

teaching profession who has made 

significant contributions to the 

teaching and learning of foreign 

languages.  This year's recipient, 

Representative Sara Lampe, of the 

138th District (Greene County) of 

the Missouri House is someone we can be proud to 

call friend.   
 

A career educator, Lampe most notably helped 

establish a gifted education program in the Springfield 

Public Schools, serving for 19 years as principal of the 

Phelps Center for the Gifted. This program gives many 

elementary students their first exposure to another 

language.  Lampe has always very enthusiastically 

received visits from the FLAM delegation during their 

legislative visits each February.  She even addressed 

the general assembly in various languages prior to 

reading a declaration in support of Discover 

Languages Month.   
 

Representative Lampe values the role of 

languages in education and society.  That belief is 

evident in the remarks delivered on her behalf by her 

legislative assistant Caitlyn Yana at the FLAM Awards 

Luncheon on October 22nd: 
 

 I am humbled to receive the Friend of Foreign 

Language Award. While I am unable to be with you all 

today, please know that being recognized by the 

Foreign Language Association of Missouri is an honor 

that I am grateful to receive. I am inspired by 

everyone in this room—every educator and every 

advocate for world language. Today, I hope to share a 

few words with you about speaking up for world 

language in education.  
 

Speaking up for world language requires more 

than just words or empty promises. It requires action. 

Educators are willing to teach, students are willing to 

learn, but it takes more than that to propel language 

education. In the State of the Union Address, 

President Obama tasked our country with winning the 

future. How do we win? It is simple. All of you already 

know the answer because you practice it and believe 

it every day: education. And world language education 

is a serious part of that winning formula. But today, 

under current conditions, world language education is 

not being allowed to contribute, to help win the future. 

The US is one of the only nations where it is possible 

to complete high school and college without world 

language education. Compare that to Europe, where 

53% of Europeans speak a language other than their 

native tongue, or compare that to China who is 

predicted to surpass the United States in number of 

English speakers. 
 

Language knows no border. It is not contained 

inside lines on a map, so why should we limit our 

children to their borders? The advantages of an 

education enriched by language are numerous, and 

the earlier this education begins, the better. Learning 

a world language elevates children to a higher 

cognitive plane. It helps them learn how to prioritize 

information, express themselves more clearly, and 

succeed in other subjects such as math and science. 

Students who make language a part of their 

secondary education are more likely to do well in 

college, and beyond that, are more likely to succeed 

in finding employment. More employers are looking to 

hire individuals with competency in another language 

for the very reasons listed above. How can anyone 

deny a child these benefits?  
 

Perhaps if all the policymakers had benefited from 

a world language education, they would have the 

higher cognitive skills needed to realize the 

importance and urgency of language education! 
 

Today, our nation is occupied by other concerns--a 

slow economy, our financial crisis, the deficit.  There 

is no doubt that the global economic crisis is worthy 

of discussion and focus. But there is another 

significant deficit; one that walks hand-in-hand with 

the current economic mess and will reach crisis 

status as well: our nation’s education deficit. This 

education deficit is astounding, especially in regards 

to world language. If we do not make a conscious 

effort to take language education seriously, the US 

could find itself in a very different type of global crisis: 

One where American businessmen and women find 
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themselves losing their competitive edge because 

they cannot communicate with their global partners. 

We cannot be expected to win the future, to recover 

and grow the economy without an education that 

prepares the next generation to compete. If the 

financial crisis has proven anything, it is that we live 

in a global economy. What better way to thrive in a 

global economy than to have a population fluent in all 

of the world’s languages?  
 

I serve on the budget committee for the Missouri 

House of Representatives. I see the numbers that 

push our state to make cuts in certain areas. I hear 

the reasoning behind eliminating some programs and 

expanding others. But I am also an educator. I spent 

40 years teaching and believing in the power of 

education. I believe that every child needs an 

education, deserves an education. And I believe that 

if our schools and educators had the resources they 

needed, every child would enter the world with 

confidence and ability to speak a world language. It is 

our responsibility to deliver this message to 

policymakers and make them understand how a 

superior education and spurs a superior economy. 

Make them understand that offering incentives to 

study world language is an investment in the future, 

not just another expenditure. Budget shortfalls are 

difficult to overcome, but education shortfalls may be 

impossible to overcome. I am honored to speak up for 

world language today, tomorrow, and until the 

attitude toward language education changes. I am 

honored to speak for language education and for the 

future of every child until every student has the 

opportunity to speak up in a language other than their 

own. Thank you. 
 

 

  
Thank you Representative Lampe for speaking up 

for the power of languages! 

 

FLAM Conference 2011      

Best of Missouri 
 

It is a real pleasure to chair the Best of Missouri 

selection process. Nine master teachers or teacher 

teams with innovative sessions were considered as 

potential candidates. When teachers submit their 

proposals, they check the Best of Missouri category if 

they would like to be part of the consideration 

process. FLAM 2011 Conference was a platform for 

real excellence and creativity in all of the sessions 

including the nine Best of Missouri candidates. I invite 

all candidates to re-present their well-received 

sessions. It is always difficult to choose.  The final 

selection is based on attendee evaluations and FLAM 

board member input. 
 

FLAM Board is pleased to announce that Mr. 

Kristopher Morehead from Pipkin IB Middle Years 

Program World School, Springfield Public Schools, is 

this year’s Best of Missouri presenter. His Saturday 

session 

titled Bailar 

el Tango! 

was 

evaluated 

with raves. 

He not only 

shared the 

rich culture 

of Argentina 

through 

dance, but 

also delighted attendees with the musical and 

historical perspectives of the dance. Morehead is a 

French teacher and brought the French connection to 

the session as well.  
 

Morehead will present this session again at next 

October’s FLAM conference and will also represent 

Missouri in the “Best of States” category at Central 

States Conference in the spring of 2013. We are so 

pleased to put forth Kristopher Morehead as an 

example of excellence in the Missouri classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

1001 Wonders 
 

A site sharing panoramic photos from United 

Nations’ World Heritage Sites 
 

http://www.world-heritage-tour.org 

http://www.world-heritage-tour.org/
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Kelly Bunch Named 

Outstanding Future Foreign 

Language Teacher 

 

   One of the highlights of 

the Friday Business 

Meeting during the FLAM 

conference was the 

awarding of the 

Outstanding Future 

Foreign Language 

Teacher.  This award is 

presented to a post-

secondary student who 

exhibits superior 

performance in a foreign 

language program. The 2011 recipient, Kelly Bunch, 

was the subject of several glowing letters of 

recommendation.   Faculty at Washington University in 

St. Louis where Kelly is a student spoke of her 

dedication to the study of French as well as her 

integrity, warmth and enthusiasm. But it was the letter 

from Lisa Gilbert, Education Coordinator for the 

Missouri History Museum in Forest Park in St. Louis 

that most got the FLAM Board’s attention.  Kelly 

worked with Gilbert during her internship at the 

Museum while it hosted Treasures of Napoléon.   Kelly 

was charged with creating a special program, “Vérité 

historique ou fable convenue”, for middle and high 

school French classes. 
 

   The Vérité program incorporated the Museum’s 

interdisciplinary approach to give students both a 

deeper understanding of what they already know and 

to challenge them with the acquisition of new 

information.  Kelly designed vocabulary activities that 

helped students learn 20 new words related to 

objects on display.  But as Gilbert explained, Kelly’s 

real master stroke was in helping students creatively 

put together their own version of Napoléon’s 

Facebook page.  The purpose was to get students to 

think about how Napoléon created his identity and 

manipulated the way that people saw him.  Young 

visitors were also challenged to think how he would 

do so using the media tools available to us now and 

then consider how others use the media for the same 

purposes today.   
 

   The presentation of the award was made even more 

special by the attendance of Lisa Gilbert and Kelly’s 

parents. FLAM wishes to congratulate Kelly Bunch 

again on her efforts and wishes her the very best in all 

future endeavors. 
 

 

First International Education 

Summit held in Jefferson City 
 
 

     Preparing students to live and work in an 

increasingly global society was the focus of an 

International Education Summit Monday, Jan. 9 in 

Jefferson City. 
 

 

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education, the summit 

featured presentations about international education 

opportunities, foreign 

language programs, and 

exchange programs for 

students, teachers and 

administrators. 
 

"The summit is a step 

toward better 

understanding the vital 

role we have as educators 

to bring a more global 

view into our classrooms," 

said Commissioner of 

Education Chris L. 

Nicastro. 
 

The summit program 

included a panel discussion, "How Missouri Engages 

with The World," moderated by former Missouri Gov. 

Bob Holden.  Panelists included officials from 

elementary and 

secondary education, 

higher education and 

state government. 

Other sessions 

included 

presentations by 

foreign language 

instructors who teach 

Spanish, French and 

Chinese in Missouri 

classrooms.  Lisa 

Lilley was asked to 

represent FLAM as a 

panelist speaking 

about the benefits 

offered through world 

language programs.   
 

Commissioner of Education 

Chris Nicastro  

Students in Lyon, France connected 

through Skype 

http://www.mohistory.org/node/2851
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Students from the Thomas Jefferson Middle School 

in Jefferson City conducted an international classroom 

Skyping demonstration and communicated via the 

Internet with students in Lyon, France.  A taped 

presentation featured students from Lee's Summit 

conversing with a resident of China. 
 

"Our world is a rapidly changing place and 

interaction with other countries is becoming more 

common every day," Nicastro said.  "It is our 

responsibility as educators to begin preparing 

students from an early age to successfully navigate 

the changing world and succeed in a globally 

competitive workplace." 
 

The event was funded through a grant to the state 

Education Department from the Longview Foundation 

for Education in World Affairs and International 

Understanding, Inc. 

 

Language is a Gift 
by Sonja Baldwin, Springfield 

 

Language is a gift you give your students every day 

they walk into the classroom.  It is a gift they can open 

for the rest of their lives!  
 

     Language is the gift of open-mindedness, tolerance, 

and the richness of cultural diversity; of curiosity and 

creativity; of song and story; of drama and intrigue; of 

seeing the bigger picture and thinking outside the box; 

of perspective; of communication, connections, and 

careers… of friendship.  
 

      You all know it!  Learning another language can 

transform your life—from the ordinary to the exotic; 

from poverty to economic stability; from Midwestern 

America to the world.  Each of you is a living, 

breathing example. 
 

      Language is like a set of Russian nesting dolls, each 

one opening another deeper layer of meaning.  The 

gift of language is at first shiny and perfect all tied up 

with a bright bow and fancy wrapping paper.  But a gift 

is useless unless you open it and see what is inside.  

That’s what we do for our students. We help them 

open it.   
 

     We don’t open it for them.  We just show them 

where the knots are and how to untangle the ribbon.  

We applaud as they lift off the lid and peek into the 

box.   
 

We cheer them on as they reach deeper and 

deeper into the contents until finally… without really 

realizing it…they fall in…immersed in the treasure. 
 

      Someone gave you the gift of language, and now you 

are passing it along.  It is truly the gift that keeps on 

giving! Never, never forget that! Remembering it will 

keep you going when you’re up to your ears in papers 

to grade; when you have as many “preps” as there are 

blocks in the school day; when those difficult students 

make you not want to go to school on Monday 

morning; when you can’t think of any other way to 

reach that one special student.  Yes, the rewards are 

worth the sacrifice! 
 

Language is like love… 

You have to give it away to get it back.  
  

Thank you for being a World Language teacher. 

Thank you for giving the gift of language. 

 

FLAM Grant Supports 

Chicano Research and 

Creation of New Course 
 

by M. Mercedes Stephenson, Ph.D.,   

Webster University 
 

When I received my Ph.D. from St. Louis University 

in 1983, the topic of my dissertation was the concept 

of “destierro” (loneliness, solitude, the feeling of being 

uprooted) in Peregrinos de Aztlán, one of the books by 

the Chicano writer Miguel Méndez M. After years of 

teaching Spanish language classes and engaging in 

research in foreign language acquisition, I 

experienced a renewed interest in the literature and 

life experiences of those U.S. Latinos of Mexican 

ancestry. 
 

In 2011, I submitted to FLAM a proposal to help 

me defray expenses to purchase materials and to 

conduct interviews to develop a class at Webster 

University (St. Louis, MO) on the social, economic, 

political and literary experiences of this group. My 

rationale was that since this is the dominant non-

white racial/ethnic Spanish minority in the country, 

students definitely would benefit from the study of 

this culture and its contributions to the United States. 
 

I proposed to: 
 

     1) examine the historical and geographical 

development of the multicultural Latino community, 

investigating mostly its Mexican roots 
  

2) study the plight of Latino immigrants in the last 

30 years  
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3) analyze the Chicano/a history, culture and 

socioeconomic status  
 

4) deepen the understanding of a body of literary 

works by Chicano/a writers  
 

5) generate new knowledge of and perspectives on 

the topic of social oppression and human rights 

develop an appreciation for all art forms generated by 

the Chicano communities in this country  
 

6) create a learning community in which students 

and instructors learn together, share and reflect on 

universal themes  
 

7) compare and contrast recent Chicano male and 

female writers. 
 

Once I was awarded the $1,000 grant in April 

2011, I made arrangements to interview Miguel 

Méndez M., the subject of my dissertation, who is now 

retired and Professor Emeritus at the University of 

Arizona in Tucson. I spent a couple of days in Phoenix 

doing research and collecting materials, and then 

drove to Tucson. Twenty-eight years after my first visit, 

I conducted my second taped interview with the 

author -- in his home. Needless to say, I felt very 

fortunate to talk to this 81-year-old writer who has 

helped shape the rich Mexican American literary 

production. 
 
 

I will share this experience, the results of my 

research and the outcomes of my spring 2012 class, 

Chicanos: Beyond the Border and at the FLAM Fall 

Conference in St. Louis. As a FLAM grant recipient, I 

feel very honored and excited to have the opportunity 

to present my findings and the practical application 

and use of the funds. I hope you will all join me in 

October in St. Louis. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLAM Poster & Essay Contest 
Get your Students Involved! 

 

It is hard to believe, but the planning stages for the 

next FLAM Conference in October of 2012 is 

underway. A major part of this conference requires 

your students. Each year we ask that you send in 

artwork and essays that your students have created 

that encompass our theme for the year. The theme of 

the poster and essay contest this year is “Gateway to 

the Globe”.  
 

The winning artwork will be used as the program 

cover for the 2012 FLAM Conference Program which 

will be held in St. Louis again this year. Other winning 

artwork will be featured on our annual notecard set 

which is sold in our FLAM booth at the conference.  

They are usually a big hit! All artwork will include the 

student name, their school, and their teacher.  
 

The essays are printed in our newsletter and put 

on display at the conference. The winners will also 

receive monetary awards. Consider getting your 

students involved in this project to help promote your 

world language program at your school.  
  

More information about the poster and essay 

contest can be found on our website, 

www.flamnet.org. All work should be sent to: 

Janice DeNure 

4525 Hwy 109 

Eureka, MO 63025  
 

or emailed to: denurejanice@yahoo.com 

 

FLAM Awards 
 

Attention FLAM members! It’s time to showcase 

our outstanding world language people.  
 

Do you have a student deserving of extra 

recognition of the language skills both in and outside 

of the classroom? Have you worked with a student 

teacher, intern, or practicum teacher who has done 

more than the required duties? Is there someone in 

your community that supports your efforts and helps 

promote world language or someone in the 

community that you always use when planning an 

excursion outside of the building? Is there a colleague 

who inspires you and seems to always have a handle 

on the latest innovative ideas in world language and 

demonstrates a passion for what they do? Perhaps 

there is a retired teacher or someone close to 

retirement that you would like to recognize for the 

 

CENTRAL STATES 
CONFERENCE 
on the TEACHING of 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 

March 8 - 10, 2012 
 Hyatt Regency Milwaukee; Milwaukee, WI 

 

Registration Deadline 
 

February 13 
 

www.csctfl.org 
 

http://www.flamnet.org/
mailto:denurejanice@yahoo.com
http://www.csctfl.org/
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excellence they have shown in the teaching of 

language? 
 

If someone came to mind right away, we 

encourage you to go one step further and nominate 

that person for one of our FLAM Awards.  
 

All application forms are online at www.flamnet.org . 
 

Excellence in Foreign Language Study 

 This $100 award is given to a junior or senior 

secondary student who exhibits superior performance 

abilities in the world language classroom.  
 

Outstanding Future Foreign Language Teacher 

 Awarded to a post-secondary student who exhibits 

superior performance in a world language program. 
 

Friend of Foreign Language 

 Presented to an individual or group from outside 

the world language teaching profession who has 

made significant contributions to the teaching and 

learning of foreign languages.  
 

Distinguished Foreign Language Educator 

 Presented to an outstanding Missouri teacher who 

has significantly and positively impacted world 

language teaching and learning. The honoree must be 

a contributing member to FLAM and have been 

involved with FLAM for the past consecutive five 

years. The honoree must also have a minimum of ten 

years teaching experience at the elementary, middle, 

secondary or post-secondary level.  
 

FLAM Life-Time Achievement Award 

 Presented to an outstanding Missouri teacher who 

has devoted his/her professional career to the 

improvement of world language learning. The honoree 

must be within two years of retirement or recently 

retired and must have been a contributing member of 

FLAM for the past consecutive five years. The honoree 

must have a minimum of fifteen years teaching 

experience at the elementary, middle, secondary or 

post-secondary level.   
 

All nomination materials must be neatly typed 
 

Nomination packets are due: MARCH 15, 2012 

Nominations should be sent or emailed to: 
 

Janice DeNure 

4525 Hwy 109 

Eureka, MO 63025 

FAX: 636-938-2411 (attn. Janice DeNure) 

denurejanice@yahoo.com 

 

FLAM Mini-Grants for 

Teaching 
 

Each year, FLAM offers grants for teachers who 

have been members of FLAM for the past two years. 

In these difficult economic times this might be the 

chance you’ve been waiting for to help offset the cost 

of a great classroom project or instructional 

opportunity. Innovative classroom projects that have 

the largest impact on our FLAM constituency are 

specifically requested. All grant applications are due 

March 15th and are available online. Grants will be 

evaluated by the scoring guide included with the 

application.  
 

Grant recipients will need to write a newsletter 

article detailing their project and will present at the 

next FLAM Conference.  
 

Application forms are available online at 

www.flanmnet.org . 
 

Eligibility:  Active in FLAM for the last two years. Board 

members are ineligible for this grant. Teachers must 

be teaching in Missouri during the grant year. 
 

What may be funded? Innovative classroom projects, 

supplies, realia, travel, meals, registration, admission 

fees, etc.  
 

Application process: Applicants are to articulate the 

grant proposal using the scoring guide criteria 

included on the application. 
 

Obligations: Recipient will present at the next FLAM 

Conference and will write an article for the newsletter 

about the implementation of the grant funds. 
 

Application Due Date: March 15, 2012 
 

Grant Applications should be submitted to: 

Janice DeNure – Grant/Awards Chair 

4525 Hwy 109 

Eureka, MO 63025 

FAX: 636-938-2411 

denurejanice@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

"Those that know, do.  

Those that understand, teach." 
 

 

--Aristotle 
 

http://www.flamnet.org/
mailto:denurejanice@yahoo.com
http://www.flanmnet.org/
mailto:denurejanice@yahoo.com
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FLAM   
2012 FOREIGN LANGUAGE ESSAY/POSTER CONTEST  

  

Eligible Participants:  Missouri foreign language students in grades K-12  
           (Two divisions: K-6 and 7-12)  
Categories:   
1.  Short essay entitled “Gateway to the Globe”  
 The essay should be typed and double-spaced on one side of a maximum of two  
 sheets of paper for grades 7-12 or handwritten neatly one side of a maximum of two  
 sheets of paper for grades K-6.  
  
2.  Original poster with the heading “Gateway to the Globe”   
 The poster should be submitted in color on 8½” x 11” paper.  Do not use computer-  
 generated graphics.  
  
 Prizes:  Prizes of $25 each will be awarded in the following categories:    
   K-6 essay   7-12 essay     
   K-6 poster   7-12 poster  
  
 Winners will be notified by May and winning posters and essays will be displayed at the  
 annual FLAM Conference.  
  
 Deadline:   Entries should be postmarked by March 15, 2012 and sent to:  
     Janice DeNure 
     4525 Hwy 109  
     Eureka, MO 63025 
 

~IMPORTANT~  
 Teachers:  Please limit the total number of entries you submit to ten.  On the back of each entry  
include the following information:  Student’s name and grade, school and school’s mailing address,  
teacher’s name, and county in which the school is located.  Failure to supply the above information  
may result in disqualification of the entry.  All entries become the property of FLAM.  The student  
release form must be included with all entries.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

  FLAM Poster/Essay Contest Student Release Form    
  
 

  
I, __________________________________, submit this entry, which is entirely my original work.  I  

am a student at ___________________________ and my teacher is ________________________.   

I give permission for my work to be used on FLAM merchandise and publications.  FLAM also has  

permission to use my name and my school’s name on the merchandise and in the FLAM newsletter.  

  

Student signature:  _____________________________________  Date: _____________________  
  
Parent signature:  ______________________________________  Date: _____________________  
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Assembly of Delegates Summary 

by Jeff Tamaroff 
 

As a language educator, and 

more importantly a language lover, 

there are few things more 

invigorating than going to an ACTFL 

conference.  The sheer number of 

people sharing your passion is truly 

inspirational.  One of the highlights of the conference 

is always the Assembly of Delegates at which people 

from around the country share what is going on in 

their corner of the language universe as well as 

national trends.  This is not a good time for education 

and in particular language education, but there are 

some glimmers of hope.  It is incumbent upon every 

language educator, or supporter of language 

programs, to keep up the good fight and publicize the 

importance of knowing a second language. 
 

I would briefly like to overview the Assembly of 

Delegates (henceforth AOD) and share some 

important news.  First the news, ACTFL has recently 

published a clarified and updated set of proficiency 

standards.  A new category has been added, 

distinguished, which ranks even higher than the 

former superior.  More information on the new 

proficiency targets and definitions can be found on 

the ACTFL website.  In addition to a reboot of the 

proficiency targets, work is being done to refresh the 

standards.  Many things have happened in the 

educational world since the creation of the standards, 

e.g. NCLB and the EU, and the refresh of the 

standards will include not only updated standards but 

new learning scenarios.  More information on this 

effort may be found on the ACTFL site as well.   
 

As many of you already know, there are two 

movements afoot in education that will have a direct 

impact on Missouri students:  the Common Core State 

Standards and the 21st Century Skills initiative.  Both 

of these reform movements will have a profound 

influence on our classrooms, and the intent of each is 

to prepare students better for college and careers.  

While the Common Core Standards do not specifically 

deal with Foreign Language education, the Language 

Arts standards stress the following domains: Reading, 

Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Grammar & 

Vocabulary.  Representatives of the National 

Governors Association, the Council of Chief State 

School Officers, and ACTFL created a cross walk to 

link our standards to the Common Core Language Arts 

standards.  The standards match up quite nicely, but 

more input is needed by the committee that created 

the crosswalk.  I encourage everyone to examine the 

crosswalk and provide input to ACTFL.  Information 

can be found on the ACTFL website.  Last year an 

ACTFL committee created a crosswalk on how our 

national language standards support the Project 21 

skills standards.  This document in some ways is even 

more powerful than the Common Core Standards 

crosswalk, as one of the central tenets of the 21st 

Century Skills movement is competency in other 

cultures and languages, as well as the ability to 

collaborate and work with others.  Hallmarks of every 

foreign language classroom! 
 

The rest of the AOD was characterized by two key 

areas:  First advocacy on the state and national level 

and changes to evaluation implements in some states 

around the country to reflect Race to The Top Grants.  

I will address the latter first and briefly.  One of the 

requirements for a state that applies for Race To the 

Top money is that an evaluation instrument must be 

in place that shows how teachers are influencing 

student achievement in all subjects, and that 

instrument must be able to track progress.  Two 

states, North Carolina and Delaware, presented their 

work on the creation of evaluation tools and selection 

of national norm-referenced assessments to evaluate 

language teachers.  Alyssa Villareal, Memphis Public 

Schools, presented on the TELL project, an evaluation 

instrument created by Alyssa and teachers from Texas 

and Kentucky, that focuses on teacher development 

and student performance.  I encourage everyone to 

take a look at the TELL Project webpage to learn more 

about this powerful tool. 
 

Now to the highly anticipated advocacy session 

presented by Susan Frost of the Sheridan Group, J. 

David Edwards from JNCL/NCLIS, and Todd Bowen 

from New Trier Township Schools in IL.  Frankly 

friends, the situation is grim.  FLAP grant funding has 

been eliminated.  There is an overall desire at the 

national level to cut education spending, despite the 

stark evidence that American students are falling 

further behind their peers in the world.  There has 

never been a greater time for advocacy as each 

speaker eloquently pointed out.  For detailed 

information on the legislation proposed in the House 

and Senate, I recommend reading the excellent 

PowerPoint the group presented at ACTFL, which can 

be found by searching ACTFL AOD 2011.  You may 

http://actfl.org/
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also find information by searching the specific pieces 

of legislation.  First, H.R. 1994 The Excellence and 

Innovation in Language Learning Act proposed by 

Rush Holt from NJ, and co-sponsored by Russ 

Carnahan.  Concurrent to this proposal Frank 

Lautenberg, also from NJ, in the Senate introduced 

“Foreign Language Education Partnership Program 

Act”, H.R. 1966/S. 1015.  The next important piece of 

legislation is the Casey Amendment.    Senator Casey, 

of PA, proposed an amendment to the new ESEA bill 

passed by the Senate Health, Education, Labor and 

Pensions Committee.  The Casey Amendment would 

earmark a 500 million dollar pot of money to support 

programs in a number of disciplines, of which foreign 

languages are one.  While this is not an amount 

dedicated to language programs as under the former 

FLAP grant system, it is encouraging to know there are 

some legislators who recognize the need for  

language study.  All of these pieces of legislation are 

important but without constituents calling 

representatives and senators, there is no guarantee 

that either piece of legislation or amendment will 

pass.  In an effort to consolidate advocacy, Todd 

Bowen presented on the process that language 

teachers, legislators, parents, and business people in 

IL went through in forming an advocacy team to get 

the word out on the importance of foreign language 

study.  It is incumbent on the members of FLAM that 

we form a similar group in the state of Missouri.  Lisa 

Lilley and I have already submitted our names to 

ACTFL to start this process, but we need everyone’s 

help from students to parents, from teachers to 

business leaders, to help this dire effort.  Future 

newsletter articles will focus on the advocacy team 

and ways to get involved. 
 

Until next time Happy 2012 and Happy Language 

Teaching. 

 

CSC Extension Workshop 
 

The February 1 deadline for the 2012 CSCTFL 

Extension work shop is fast approaching.  The 

committee is seeking applications from our 17 state 

CSCTFL members to participate in the all day 

workshop on March 8 in Milwaukee. To date we have 

heard from only six states. Please make this a priority 

for your state. Laura Terrill will present: 
 

Making Sense of Writing 

Why are students expected to write and what are they 

writing? Are they writing to practice language or 

writing to communicate with others to touch the 

world? Language teachers are increasingly finding 

that they must be prepared to teach students how to 

write in the second language classroom. It is 

important in this time of high stakes testing that 

language teachers are familiar with the work that is 

being done in other disciplines. Participants will have 

a chance to discuss the importance of the six traits of 

writing: ideas, fluency, organization, word choice, 

voice and conventions. The framework that is used 

will be adapted from Ruth Culham’s 6 +1 Trait Model. 

Emphasis will be placed on the writing process and 

teachers will engage in strategies that allow students 

to begin to express their own thinking as they write. 

Strategies for writing at different proficiency levels will 

be shared. Teachers will also examine best practices 

for scoring writing and will discuss ways that teachers 

can minimize the paperwork involved.  
 

Encourage a colleague from your state to apply 

and bring the workshop back to your state. Space is 

limited .The details of the application process as well 

as the application form are available on the CSCTFL 

website, http://www.csctfl.org/.  

Don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or 

concerns. 

Mary Goodwin 

CSCTFL Board of Directors http://www.csctfl.org/ 
 

 

Bring The World To Your 

School! 
 

Explore these fully funded programs that are 

supported by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 

Affairs of the U.S. Department of State and 

implemented by American Councils for International 

Education! 
 

CONNECT INTERNATIONALLY 

The Educational Seminars Program provides short-

term professional development opportunities to 

teachers and administrators from around the world, 

for 2-3 week reciprocal exchange programs and one-

way professional development programs. Participating 

countries include Argentina, Brazil, Thailand, and 

Uruguay for reciprocal exchanges and Greece, India, 

and Italy for one-way programs. All Educational 
 

Seminars provide airfare, training, travel health 

care, and living costs. For more information, please 

visit www.americancouncils.org/es or email 

edseminars@americancouncils.org. 
 

Upcoming Program Application Deadline: March 

30, 2012 

http://www.csctfl.org/
http://www.csctfl.org/
http://www.americancouncils.org/es
mailto:edseminars@americancouncils.org
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Important Changes 
 

 ALL Missouri foreign language teachers  

are  now members of  FLAM 

 FLAM Website is being redesigned 

 FLAM Newsletter only online 

 2012 Fall Conference  in Saint Louis 
 

Help us all stay connected. 
 

Send any email address changes to  

stephdominguez1@gmail.com 

 

STUDY LANGUAGE IN EGYPT AND CHINA 

Intensive Summer Language Institutes (ISLI) 

provides fellowships for U.S. classroom teachers to 

spend six weeks overseas studying intermediate and 

advanced-level Arabic in Alexandria, Egypt, and 

Chinese in Changchun, China. Current K-12 teachers, 

community college instructors of Arabic and Mandarin 

Chinese, and students enrolled in education programs 

who intend to teach these languages can apply. 

Participants earn ten hours of graduate credit through 

Bryn Mawr College, and are provided with peer tutors 

and roundtrip airfare. All travel and study-related 

costs are fully covered. For more information, please 

visit www.americancouncils.org/isli or email 

isli@americancouncils.org. 
 

Program Application Deadline: March 2, 2012 
 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

Eliza Doton,  
Senior Program Officer, Teacher Programs  

American Councils for International Education 

1828 L Street, NW, Suite 1200 Washington, DC 20036 

Phone: (202) 833-7522 Fax: (202) 833-7523 

 

Tips for Teachers:  

Teaching Dictionary Skills 

for the 21st Century 
 

 

                by Kim Lackey 
 

My colleagues Jenni Highfill, 

Denise Pahl, and I at Eureka High 

School noticed that even our 

advanced level students seemed to 

have very poor dictionary skills.  Although using 

www.wordreference.com seemed intuitive to us as 

language teachers, we noticed that our students 

would type in a word and immediately use the first 

definition given, without thinking twice.  They were not 

understanding the complexity of language and didn’t 

appreciate the amount of thinking that translating 

from one language to another requires.  I think they 

also thought that using an online dictionary was just 

like using Google Translate – no thinking necessary!   
 

We decided to put together a mini-unit for our level 

IV and AP students teaching them about the 

complexity of language and things that need to be 

considered when using an online dictionary.  

WordReference.com is a tool we use daily in our 

teaching practice for reference and we wanted our 

students to be more successful in using it as well. 

We started by teaching some of the abbreviations 

used on WordReference.com and a review of different 

parts of speech.  Students completed some 

translations exploring the differences between nouns 

and verbs by using the context in which a word was 

used to pick the correct definition of words like 

“flake,” “watch,” or “book.”  Next, students explored 

compound nouns (“full moon,” “swimming pool,” 

“washing machine,”) and discovered that even if a 

compound noun is two words, those two words go 

together like a team!  They also worked with 

compound verbs (“stand up,” vs “stand out,” vs 

“stand by.”)  They practiced looking closer at words 

that are used differently in different Spanish-speaking 

countries so they could find the best word for the 

context in which they were using it (in Spanish, manta 

vs cobijo, durazno vs melocotón, suéter vs chompa).  

Finally, students translated idioms in English and in 

the target language and used the forums to help them 

find the exact answer they were looking for.  After lots 

of formative online practice and teacher feedback, 

students took a quiz, using computers to look up 

words.  They were given a sentence in Spanish with a 

blank and the same complete sentence in English so 

they fully understood the context in which the word 

was being used. 
 

I would recommend using a similar mini-unit with 

all levels of all languages.  Although we rarely have 

assignments on which students are allowed to use 

online dictionaries, it is a tool that can be essential to 

language-students if used correctly.  Working through 

the practice activities taught our students about why 

they need to be cautious when using an online 

translator and that language is far too complex to use 

a simple A = B formula.   
 

Interested in using the materials we used with our 

Spanish students?  Feel free to send me an email at 

lackeykimberly@rockwood.k12.mo.us 
 

mailto:stephdominguez1@gmail.com
http://www.americancouncils.org/isli
mailto:isli@americancouncils.org
http://www.wordreference.com/
mailto:lackeykimberly@rockwood.k12.mo.us
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Internet 

Connections 

by Wendy Brownell 
 

The focus for my article for 

Internet Connections column is best practices and 

teacher effectiveness.  2011 was a volatile year in the 

area of teacher effectiveness as teachers and schools 

were put under intense scrutiny.  As the saying goes, 

forewarned is forearmed, so it is in our best interest to 

stay abreast of current trends and be ready for what 

2012 holds in store. 
 

The first site is for the TELL Project, Teacher 

Effectiveness for Language Learning, located at 

http://www.tellproject.com.  I highly recommend the 

self-assessment tool located under the 

“implementation tools” tab.  The tool asks teachers to 

evaluate themselves on 7 domains.  The site also 

provides resources for each of the domains and is 

seeking teachers to contribute their own exemplars 

for each of them. 
 

The next site is not specifically for world language 

educators, but has a great deal to do with Missouri 

educators.  The Missouri Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education released the final draft of 

standards for teacher performance in June of 2011.  I 

encourage you to keep an eye on these standards and 

the impact they may have on teachers as Missouri 

grapples with the issue of teacher tenure.  The 

teacher standards are located at 

http://dese.mo.gov/eq/eses/ 
 

The third site, one of importance to world language 

educators as we work to preserve and expand the role 

of language programs in our schools, is the ACTFL 

“crosswalk” draft document.  It links world language 

study to the Common Core State Standards for 

English Language Arts.  This document outlines how 

our world language programs support the ELA 

Standards. It can be found at 

http://www.actfl.org/files/public/Draft_v4_Aligning_C

CSS_Language_Standards.pdf 
 

Finally, I have collected various sites on the subject 

of best practice in teaching world languages.  Some of 

the documents are designed to assist administrators 

in conducting teacher evaluations or learning 

“walkthroughs” in world language classrooms.  The 

site is  

http://wendybrownell.wikispaces.com/Best+Practices

+World+Language 

I am looking forward to this year and the exciting 

possibilities that it holds for me personally and 

professionally.  I wish you all a fabulous 2012. 

 
   

News 
 

Submitted by Ann Sunderland 
 

 

The American Association of Teachers of French 

vous invite à assister  au congrès annuel 

à Chicago du 5 au 8 juillet ! 
 

All Missouri French teachers are invited to 

participate in the annual AATF convention at the 

Intercontinental Hotel on Michigan Avenue in Chicago, 

from July 5-8, 2012.    

Several really good reasons to attend: 

  Chicago is easily accessible. 

 Chicago is a world-class city. 

 You will attend a well-organized and inspiring 

conference. 

 You will have the opportunity to speak French for 

extended periods with your colleagues. 

 You will gain wonderful ideas and obtain new and 

interesting materials. 

 You will enjoy delicious meals in a variety of 

ethnic restaurants. 

 You will be able to participate in tours of Chicago 

and the Art Institute. 

 You will be invited to join your Missouri 

colleagues at our annual dinner in a great 

restaurant. 

 You will leave Chicago with new friends, new 

ideas and wonderful memories. 
 

Information on the AATF convention is available on 

our web site:  www.frenchteachers.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Save the Date           

        
FLAM – October 19-20, 2012 – St. Louis 

 

Central States Conference – March 8-10, 

2012 – Milwaukee 

 

Central States Conference – March 20-22, 

2014 – St. Louis 

 

http://www.tellproject.com/
http://dese.mo.gov/eq/eses/
http://www.actfl.org/files/public/Draft_v4_Aligning_CCSS_Language_Standards.pdf
http://www.actfl.org/files/public/Draft_v4_Aligning_CCSS_Language_Standards.pdf
http://wendybrownell.wikispaces.com/Best+Practices+World+Language
http://wendybrownell.wikispaces.com/Best+Practices+World+Language
http://www.frenchteachers.org/
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Region I News 

 by Julie Begnaud 
 

Happy New Year!   
 

Hope you’ve been enjoying the 

unseasonably warm weather.  If you’re like most 

people you know the blizzard is right around the 

corner, but enjoy it while you can.  I also hope you feel 

energized from the long break and had a good holiday 

season.  Here’s what a few of your colleagues have 

been up to this fall. 
 

Brandi Pruente, the French teacher at Truman High 

School, had her fourth-year students prepare a video 

for the competition, “Anime ta francophonie.”  Two 

years ago, the class won the runner-up prize and 

decided to enter again this year.  The theme was “La 

francophonie en 2025.”  Students filmed short 

dialogs demonstrating what the francophone world 

will be like in 2025.   
  

The French Club at Truman High School took an 

excursion to “Crêpes on the Square” in Liberty, 

MO.  Students were able to sample crêpes and speak 

French while hanging out at the café! 
 

Marcy Hess, the Spanish teacher at Pleasant Lea 

Middle School, is taking 38 students and parents to 

Costa Rica for a nine day Middle School Tour June 11-

19, 2012 with EF Educational Tours. They will be 

learning about the Costa Rican culture and the efforts 

taken to preserve the rain forest. Students will use 

Spanish language skills throughout the tour as they 

travel to four areas of Costa Rica. 

Carmen Truax of Lincoln College Preparatory Academy 

is a member of GAME, Global and Multicultural 

Education (GAME), a non-profit organization in Kansas 

City, MO.  They are sponsoring their first ever creative 

writing contest for area Foreign Language students.  

The guidelines for the contest can be found on their 

website, www.kcglobalconcepts.org  .  The deadline 

for submissions is February 15th. 

May the weather continue to be mild and may Spring 

Break arrive swiftly!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Region II News 
by Astrid Ruiz 

 

 

 

Happy New Year from region 2.  

It was very nice to finally meet some of our great 

teachers from region 2 at the FLAM conference.  

St. Therese School is working with the Science High 

School in Philippines and they are at the final stage of 

finishing the collaborative HUNGER project.  Students 

from both schools did research on how hunger can 

affect our body, especially our brain.  Students 

created unique posters using Glogster EDU and 

learned HTML coding. Students are communicating 

using Edmodo EDU. The finished project will be 

released to the public in April. 

 
Have a great 2012 year!!! 

 

Region III News 
 

by Nita Shipp 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed a restful 

and productive break. 
 

Gregg Siewert, Truman State University, attended 

the FLAM meeting in October and very much enjoyed 

meeting and chatting with new colleagues 

and catching up with long-standing friends over the 

delicious meals nearby.  Two of his former students 

were in attendance at the conference, teachers now 

themselves...Siewert was able to pass on numerous 

classroom posters to AATF members, and he looks 

forward to returning to the convention site this coming 

October to do more of the same.  He is completing his 

twenty-first year of teaching at Truman 

State. 
 

Tongue Twisters 
 

Tongue twisters available in 117 
languages 

http://www.uebersetzung.at/twister/ 
 

http://www.kcglobalconcepts.org/
http://www.uebersetzung.at/twister/
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Region III members, if you have news about 

classroom, professional, or personal happenings, 

please send me an e-mail and I’ll include your news in 

the next FLAM newsletter. 

 

  Region IV News 
by Carey Hughes 

  

Happy January Region IV! 
 

It was great to see so many of you 

at the FLAM Conference in St. Louis!  I hope that the 

conference recharged you and reminded you of what 

a great profession we are in!   
 

One of the “take-aways” that I had from the 

conference was how important it is for us to continue 

to pass the legacy of our profession on.  One way you 

can do this is to make sure that every World Language 

Teacher you know has gone to the www.flamnet.org 

website, signed up, and checked out our fabulous 

website!  Remember, FLAM now offers a FREE 

MEMBERSHIP to all World Language Teachers in our 

state! 
 

Even bigger than state are national exams.  Many 

teachers in our region are signing students up for 

these exams now!  This is a great opportunity for 

students to gauge their proficiency and achievement 

in world language.  If this is something new to you, 

check with your language specific national 

organization for more details. 
 

Over the holiday break Francisca López (Jefferson 

City High School) and Carey Hughes (West Junior High 

School) traveled to Madrid, Spain for a whirlwind trip.  

Both Spanish Teachers will be traveling with students 

this summer. 
 

In Columbia, Pam Lewandowski and Kristen Sartor 

(Jefferson Junior High School), Carla Danner 

(Rockbridge High School), Tamara Lambson (Oakland 

Junior High School), Leslie Hoffman and Carey Hughes 

(West Junior High School) are gearing up for an 

adventurous trip to Costa Rica this summer and a 

Europe Trip in the summer of 2013. 
 

Leslie Hoffman, Eloy Montenegro, and Carey 

Hughes were awarded a grant this fall to purchase 

small video cameras for their classrooms!  While this 

is a tough time financially, remember that there are 

still grants available to assist with classroom needs.  

One site mentioned several times at the fall 

conference was www.donorschoose.org.  Several 

teachers spoke of the ease of application and a good 

chance of being awarded grant money.  Something to 

check out! 
 

Finally, do not forget the March deadline for the 

FLAM poster and essay contest!  If you need more 

information, the applications are available on the 

website:  www.flamnet.org.   
 

That is the news for now…   What news do you 

have to share?  Send me your stories!    

cahughes@columbia.k12.mo.us 

 
 

Region VI News   
by Amaris Breton 

 

Ideas for Teaching Speaking          

in the Classroom 
 

Teaching speaking is a very important part of 

second language learning. The ability to communicate 

in a second language clearly and efficiently 

contributes to the success of the learner in school. 

When a student feels that he can speak and use the 

language in conversation, it provides the individual 

with a feeling of accomplishment and success. 

Therefore, it is essential that language teachers pay 

great attention to teaching speaking, rather than 

leading students to pure memorization. To help 

teachers accomplished this challenging task, the 

following are some tips followed by some speaking 

activities that have been proven successful in many 

classrooms. 
 

Before engaging in a speaking activity the teacher 

should give students all the tools and vocabulary they 

need to be able to complete the task. Students’ level 

should be considered.  If the language is too 

advanced, the students may revert to their first 

language.  Likewise, if the task is too easy, they may 

get bored and revert to their first language.  
 

Also, be aware of the fact that some students 

(especially beginners) will often use their first 

language as a security blanket.  In the case of these 

students, the teacher should be patient as most likely 

once their confidence grows in using their target 

language their dependence on using English will begin 

to disappear.   
 

Prior to a speaking activity make sure to take the 

following steps.  

First, introduce vocabulary pretending a specific 

topic. For example if the conversation is going to be 

focus on the weather, students should learn as many 

http://www.flamnet.org/
http://www.donorschoose.org/
http://www.flamnet.org/
mailto:cahughes@columbia.k12.mo.us
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nouns and adjectives they would use in a normal 

weather conversation.  

Then, consider the verbs that are most commonly 

used in a normal conversation and the tense in which 

the verbs will be conjugated.  

After that, make sure to model the conversation 

with your students; have a sample conversation. 

When teaching conversation it is best at first to 

focus on the “I” form and “you” form of the verb to 

create questions and answers.  
 

Example 1: A conversation regarding the weather can 

look like this: 

  Student A:  It’s cold today.  Are you cold?  

  Student B:   Yes, it’s cold today.  I’m very cold.  

Example 2: A conversation using the verb “to have” 

could look like this: 

 Student A:  Do you have a pencil? 

 Student B:  No, I don’t have a pencil. 

 Student A:  Do you have a pen? 

 Student B:  Yes, I have a pen. 

 In the examples above, the verb to be and to have 

are used in the “I” form and the “You” form allowing 

for questions and answers. It is important to let the 

student know that normally, and when talking to a 

friend, questions will be created in the second person 

or “You” form and answers will be given in the first 

person or the “I” form.  
 

As students get comfortable utilizing the first and 

second person in conversation, the teacher may 

introduce other forms of the verbs, for example the 

above conversations can look like this: 

 Student A: It’s cold today.  Are you all cold?  

  Student B:  Yes, it’s cold today.  We are very cold.  
 

 Student A:  Do you all have pencils? 

 Student B:  No, we don’t have pencils. 

 Student A:  Do you all have a pen? 

 Student B:  Yes, we have a pen. 
 

In the example above the same conversation was 

used, but this time the conjugation of the verbs was in 

the first and second person plural or the “we” and 

“they” forms. 
 

Once the speakers feel comfortable utilizing the 

different forms of the verbs in questions and answers, 

the teacher can illustrate all the things students may 

say using the same verbs and by simply changing the 

nouns and adjectives. For example, using the verb “to 

have” and following the basic format of the 

conversations illustrated above, students may be able 

to convey lots of ideas and engage in different types 

of conversations, for example: 

 Do you have money? 

 Do you have a mint? 

 I have a mint.  

 Do you have the class notes? 

 Do you have your homework? 

 Do you have my cell number? 

 I don’t have your number...etc. 
 

To further enhance speaking activities in the 

classroom, following are some activities involving 

different tasks other than one on one conversation as 

described above.  
 

A. Assembling an Object  

Description  

Looking at a photograph of an object, a student 

gives step-by-step directions to another student 

who attempts to assemble the object (e.g., a car 

made from Lego® pieces, a collage made from 

multiple images, etc.). The student assembling the 

object can ask questions to clarify the directions.  
 

Materials Needed  

• photograph of an assembled object  

• components to be assembled into the 

photographed object  
 

Preparation  

1. Devise an object that is easily taken apart and 

reassembled (ready-made manipulatives like 

Legos® or Tinker toys® work well, but you can 

also use commonly available materials such as 

toothpicks, blocks or paper strips). The object can 

be a common object (e.g., a car, a house, a chair) 

or an abstraction.  

2. Build the object and take a photo of it.  

3. Print out copies of the photograph.  
 

In Class  

1. Put students in pairs (a direction giver and an 

assembler) and explain the rules of engagement 

(No peeking at the photograph! No gestures! Only 

verbal directions!).  

2. Give the direction giver the photograph; give the 

components to the assembler.  

3. On the board, write a few strategic phrases to help 

students when they get stuck (e.g., “What did you 

say?” “Could you repeat that?”). Explain the 

importance of circumlocution to overcome lack of 

vocabulary knowledge. You might have two 

students perform a variation of the task in English 

to help the class grasp what they are about to do 

in terms of the demands (linguistic, cognitive, 

communicative).  
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4. Turn the task into a friendly competition. Who can 

correctly assemble the object first?!  
 

Further Suggestions  

1. While this task works well as a pair activity, you 

might prefer to turn it into a whole class activity. In 

that case, choose someone to assemble the 

object and have him or her stand at the front of 

the class with all the pieces laid out on a table. 

The rest of the class gives directions while looking 

at a photograph of the assembled object.  

2. Pre-teach key vocabulary items (e.g. colors, sizes, 

prepositions, verbs).   

3. The teacher can guide the interaction by asking 

general yes/no questions: “Does the green block 

go on top of the red block?”  

4. The difficulty of this task depends on the number 

of pieces as well as the range of shapes and sizes 

and colors. You can lessen the difficulty level by 

decreasing the number of pieces. Or, conversely, 

you can increase the difficulty level of this task by 

including superfluous pieces called distractors. 

Including more pieces than needed obliges the 

speaker to give more detailed and accurate 

descriptions so that the assembler can distinguish 

the necessary from the unnecessary pieces.  

5. Don’t limit yourself to ready-made, commercial 

manipulatives—create your own! For example, for 

a task that requires students to describe facial 

features, you could use the game Mr. Potato 

Head®, but why not use a bank of features culled 

from magazine images instead?  

6. If there are native speakers available, have them 

perform this task to gain a better understanding 

of the linguistic demands.  
 

B. Identifying Differences  

Description  

Students describe different versions of an 

image that has been slightly altered. The task 

requires students to pay close attention to 

detail and to describe objects and people as 

accurately as possible in order to locate the 

differences in the versions.  

Materials Needed  

•altered versions of the same photograph or 

drawing  

Preparation  

1. Take a photograph of a scene (e.g., a man 

smoking a pipe while sitting on a bench next to 

dog) or of an array of objects (e.g., a still life of 

flowers and fruit)  

2. Retake the photograph of the same scene with a 

few alterations (e.g., change the pipe to a cigar 

and the bench to a chair, eliminate the dog, etc.) 

or of the array with a few items missing or 

rearranged. Hint: you may find it easier to copy an 

image or drawing from a magazine and make any 

alterations by hand (e.g., change the time on a 

clock).  
 

In Class  

1. Tell the students to describe and compare their 

images in order to identify differences. Tell the 

students how many differences there are so that 

they know when they have finished. You may also 

decide to give a time limit.  

2. Remind students that this activity requires equal 

participation, that is, both students must describe 

their image and ask questions of their partner. 

3. Admonish students to keep their images hidden 

from each other to discourage peaking. Hint: have 

students keep their images in their laps.  

4. Review any relevant vocabulary. Review pertinent 

phrases as well: “Is there a dog in your photo?” “Is 

the dog next to a man?” “What color is the dog?”  
 

Further Suggestions  

1. Try this activity with native speakers to determine 

the linguistic needs of the activity.  

2. Copy images from your textbook whenever 

possible and make slight alterations. This allows 

you to review vocabulary quickly and easily. This 

activity lends itself well to a quick review of nouns 

(e.g., food items, kitchen utensils, clothes items, 

etc.).  
 

C. Drawing 

    Description 
      A student describes an image to his or her partner 

who draws it as accurately as possible. 

Afterwards, the students compare the drawing to 

the image and the class votes on the best 

reproduction. Students switch roles and do the 

same task with a different image.  

Materials Needed  

•a simple image, preferably a line drawing  

Preparation  

• Search for appropriate images online. There are 

many sites where you can download free clip art or 

simple line drawings.  

• Make copies of two different images so that pairs 

may practice both roles (describing and drawing)  
 

In Class  

1. Tell the students the goal of this activity—draw the 

images as accurately as possible based on your 
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partner’s description. If you wish to practice this 

activity as a whole class before attempting to do 

this in pairs, select a student to draw the image 

on the board. The rest of the class members will 

take turns describing the image and telling the 

drawer how far off target he or she may be.  

2. Pre-teach any key phrases or vocabulary.  

3. Admonish students who are describing their 

image to keep it hidden from their partners to 

discourage peaking. Hint: have students keep 

their images in their laps.  

4. Give a time limit.  
 

Further Suggestions  

1. Try this activity with native speakers to determine 

the difficulty level of the activity. The difficulty 

level largely depends on the image. Abstract 

shapes and relationships are often very difficult to 

put into words. The more common the object, the 

easier it will be to describe and to draw. Make 

sure you choose objects that are describable and 

drawable!  

2. Use your textbook to guide your image selection 

so that you target language items. Hint: Trace over 

images in your textbook to turn them into simple 

line drawings.  
 

Citation: 
2010. In Foreign Language Teaching Methods. Carl Blyth, 

Editor. Texas Language Technology Center, University of 

Texas at Austin. http://coerll.utexas.edu/methods 

 

Region VII News 
by Tonia Tinsley 

 

Teacher news: 
 

Jeff Loughary is teaching French 

levels 1-5 at Central High School including the 

Standard Level and Higher Level French classes for 

the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. 

Pipkin Middle School teacher Kris Morehead and 

Central High School teachers Sara Schall and Jeff 

Loughary have been working very hard on their 

collaboration in French.  The collaboration started in 

the summer to strengthen their growing French 

program, and is going very well.  
 

Olga Kilmer began teaching Spanish II, III, & IV, at 

Springfield Catholic High School. Olga previously 

taught elementary Spanish in the Springfield Catholic 

Elementary Schools K-8 for the past 5 years. 
 

Sarah Bohl is in her first year of teaching Spanish 

and English in the Dadeville R-II district, and is also 

currently in the Master of Arts in Teaching program at 

Missouri State. She previously taught Spanish for one 

year in Linn, MO. Sarah’s interest in learning Spanish 

started in high school and continued through college, 

when she majored in Spanish at Lincoln University in 

Jefferson City, MO. During her time at Lincoln, she 

was able to study abroad in Mexico and Costa Rica. 

After college, Sarah and her family traveled to Spain. 

In Spain she studied Spanish and taught English 

through Canterbury English Institute.  
 

Several of the Missouri State University pre-service 

teachers who attended FLAM’s fall conference in St. 

Louis have indicated to me what a wonderful and 

enriching experience they felt it was.  Thank you to all 

the presenters and attendees who inspired them. 
 

Jim Barry from Bolivar High school in Bolivar, MO 

says he wanted to acknowledge the 

Fall OHSL Spanish contest that was held at MSU on 

Nov 12, 2011 and to give a special thanks to all who 

organized it.  Jim says, “It was a great experience for 

many of my new students. Introducing students to 

language competition is scary sometimes but all my 

students had fun that day.  My teacher/student trip 

to Machu Picchu, Peru, last June was 

extraordinary and well worth it. I would highly 

recommend it to anyone. I may plan a Spain trip in the 

summer of 2013 if anyone is interested email me 

at  Jbarry@bolivarschools.org   In closing we are 

looking forward to the Joplin's annual MSSU contest in 

April and hope to see many schools in attendance 

despite the tornado last May.” 
 

From October through December, Kickapoo High 

School World Languages students were very busy. 

Spanish, French and Japanese students celebrated 

their respective cultures together on December 22, 

2011. All teachers and students enjoyed games, 

activities, music and food from around the world.  Also 

in December, Spanish and French Cadet Teachers 

shared their love of language with feeder elementary 

and middle 

schools. Teams 

of two taught 

energetic and 

active lessons 

with great 

responses from 

parents and 

students alike. 

The KHS Spanish 

http://coerll.utexas.edu/methods/
mailto:Jbarry@bolivarschools.org
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Club sang 

Christmas 

songs in the 

Children’s Wing 

of Cox South 

on December 

7. A month 

earlier, the 

French Club had organized its “Junk to Funk” French 

Fashion show, where it gratefully recognized the 

service of America’s Military, and 

raised money for a military 

hospital in Germany. 
 

  The Ozark Hispanic Studies 

League (OHSL) continues to 

involve area schools in its 

different events.  In October, 

students and teachers from Purdy 

and Springfield Central learned 

and perfected their Latin dance 

steps at a workshop held on the Missouri State 

campus.  They returned to MSU on November 12th for 

their first competition. They were joined this time by 

students and teachers from Ash Grove, Bolivar and 

Strafford.  Events included Poetry, Culture Bowl, 

Vocabulary, Singing and Latin Dance.  OHSL is 

indebted to Dr. Jason Jolley, acting head of MSU's 

Modern and Classical Languages department, who 

made all facility arrangements and also served as a  

poetry judge.  The next OHSL competition will take 

place on Saturday, January 28th at Central High 

School from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Teams from all 

area schools are welcome to compete or 

observe.  More information can be found at 

ohsl.wikispaces.com. 

 

Students listen as Purdy Spanish teacher Gerry Wass 

explains a salsa dance step during workshop. 

Study Away/Exchanges 

Springfield Parkview French students will be 

travelling to France in June 2012.  The students are 

currently working on a fundraising project, a mini 

French cookbook that will go on sale at the Parkview 

Craft Fair on Saturday, March 10th in the Parkview 

Gym. 

Sra. Melanie Kleeschulte from Greenwood Lab 

School will be taking a group of middle and high-

school students to France and Spain in July 2012. 
 

Kickapoo High School’s Carole Ogden hosted 18 

students and one teacher from her Skype exchange 

school in France from October 19-26.  Also, the 

Japanese students at KHS were involved with a 

traditional letter exchange with the students in 

Isesaki, Japan, for whom they created authentic cards 

for the New Year.  

  

The AATG Testing Chair for Missouri, Dr. Judith 

Martin from Missouri State, indicated that Oakville 

Senior High School student Melina Delkic was 

awarded an AATG study away trip this past summer in 

Germany. Although Melina’s school is not in region VII, 

her comments remind us all of the value of Study 

Away:  “My experience in Germany was one that I'll 

never forget. When I found out that I actually won the 

AATG Study Trip, I was excited and a little nervous. I 

had never spent this much time away from my 

parents, especially not with a group of people I didn't 

know. By the end of the month, we all became great 

friends. I got to experience firsthand how Germans 

live and what their culture is all about. My host family 

stay was in Nuremberg and if I could move there, I 

would. […] The program gave us a lot of freedom. I 

didn't even notice how much German I was learning 

along the way. Going to German school, talking to all 

of my host sister's friends, and just hearing German 

all the time really made an impact. It was easy to 

completely adapt to the culture. When I got home, I 

realized that I had learned so much during the trip. My 
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time in Germany was one of the best months of my 

life and I wouldn't change a second of it.”  

 

Region VIII News   
by Dieter Jedan 

 

This is my second year as Region 

VIII representative and a good time 

to thank our region’s teachers for 

their help and advice; your support continues to be 

much appreciated.  
 

In our last Newsletter, we announced a number of 

changes in my department at Southeast Missouri 

State University; foremost among these is our name 

change from “Department of Foreign Languages & 

Anthropology” to Department of Global Cultures and 

Languages.  

Second, beginning last semester, the department 

started a new BA in Global Cultures and Languages 

with options in Anthropology, French, German, Global 

Studies, and Spanish. For more information about 

these new program options, please visit our website 

at www.semo.edu. 
  

 The department conducted two short-term study 

abroad programs over the Christmas Break; these 

programs were intended to provide language students 

with the tools to study a semester abroad:  

 1. Dr. Debbie Lee-DiStefano conducted a two-week 

program in Costa Rica for students with a background 

in Spanish; and 

 2. Dr. Fred Poston taught a two-week program in 

Germany for students with a background in German. 
 

In other news, Southeast Missouri State 

University’s Department of Global Cultures and 

Languages in cooperation with the foreign language 

departments of the University of Central Missouri, 

Missouri Western State University, and Missouri State 

University completed their first year of offering junior- 

and senior-level online and webinar courses in foreign 

languages. This effort allowed the partner universities 

to offer advanced courses in traditionally low-enrolled 

upper division courses. Early student feedback was 

positive. 
 

Ms. Karen Waggener, German teacher at Cape 

Central High School in Cape Girardeau successfully 

completed her first semester of an e-mail exchange 

with English language students from the 

“Ganztagsrealschule Kleve,” in Kleve, Germany. The 

e-mail exchange allowed Cape Central’s German 

students use their German language skills in e-mails 

addressed to the Ganztagsrealschule’s English-

language students. So far, this exchange of e-mails 

received positive feedback from students at both 

schools. They liked to use their language skills and 

learn about such topics as family life, studies, work, 

and the like. 

Please, send your high school news items to: Dr. 

Dieter Jedan, Department of Global Cultures and 

Languages, Southeast Missouri State University, Cape 

Girardeau, MO 63701, or by e-mail to 

 djedan@semo.edu 

 

Region X News 
by Jane Zeiser  

 

Last fall, I had received a couple 

of emails from new social media sites 

promoting foreign language 

exploration and communication either in a classroom 

setting or for individuals.  One in particular, epals, had 

asked FLAM for an endorsement.  The FLAM board 

charged me with the responsibility of investigating 

these sites and reporting back at our February 

meeting. 

I began with epals, (www.epals.com)  by creating 

my account and searching for a companion school in 

France with whom my students could correspond as 

epals.  With help from the webmaster, I set up 45 

generic user names and began corresponding with my 

chosen school.  My students have written and sent 

the first round of messages and now we are waiting 

for their replies.  I have to say that my students are so 

excited about the project and cannot wait to get a 

reply.  Of course I am thrilled since the new AP exam 

writing portion will have a very similar email scenario 

and I hope that this activity will carry over to a 

successful AP score.  This site is super secure since 

the student emails first go into the sending teacher’s 

inbox, where they are read and then released to the 

receiving teacher’s inbox.  Then that teacher releases 

the emails to her students to read. So if there would 

be something inappropriate in the message, the 

teacher would be able to delete it and not send it.  So 

far so good and hopefully this will be a fruitful 

exchange during this school year. 

Another new site, Bilingual Chat 

(www.bilingualchat.com) is a new and innovative 

concept in support of language and language training 

and the preservation of endangered languages. The 

site has been live for a few months now and already 

has 850+ members from 78 countries representing 

58 languages, and growing every day. The Arizona 

http://www.semo.edu/
mailto:djedan@semo.edu
http://www.epals.com/
http://www.bilingualchat.com/
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Language Association has already disseminated this 

to their members, and Bilingual Chat would be 

delighted if FLAM would do the same.  

A quote from the website states “As you are well 

aware, there is only so much that books and 

classrooms can teach. To really master a language a 

student must practice writing and speaking with 

friends. Members of Bilingual Chat can improve their 

language proficiency with native speakers in a 

relaxed, fun atmosphere without even opening a book 

or stepping foot outside their homes.”   All students 

have to do is create their free profile and start 

searching.  

They can email, enter chat rooms, send instant 

messages and initiate video/voice chats. There’s 

loads of other resources as well – they can also 

practice a foreign language by reading other 

members’ blogs, write on discussion boards, and read 

jokes and quotes. "Bilingual Chat promotes global 

communication, facilitates cultural understanding, 

crosses virtual borders and breaks language barriers," 

said founder, Jamie Sprenger. “  

My concern for this particular site is that it does 

not have the strict teacher filter of epals, but I have to 

remember that the web is open to everyone.  If you 

have had success with a similar website or project, 

please contact me at jzeiser@stchas.edu.  I would like 

to know the interest level of our FLAM teachers and if 

there is an interest in a workshop for next fall.   

All the best to you in 2012. 

 

FLAM Needs You 
 

 FLAM needs you! Our annual conference would 

not be successful without our members volunteering 

to present sessions. At the 2011 conference, 

members provided feedback on some topics that 

would interest them, such as: culture activities, 

current events in the target language, elementary 

topics, creating rubrics, differentiation, using learning 

styles in the classroom, creating thematic units, 

vocabulary games, creating information gap activities, 

and technology in the classroom. Some other 

requests that members have made are sessions given 

in the target language and more interactive sessions 

with demonstrations on how to use techniques in the 

classroom. These are just some ideas for presenters; 

what is your idea? We would love to hear from you. 

The Call for Papers can be downloaded at 

www.flamnet.org under the conference tab. They are 

due by June 2, 2012. Please email Conference Chair, 

Sarah Adams Schwartz, at sadams@ladueschools.net 

if you have questions.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jzeiser@stchas.edu
http://www.flamnet.org/
mailto:sadams@ladueschools.net
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The 34
th

 Annual FLAM Fall Conference 
 

GATEWAY TO THE GLOBE 
 

October 19-20, 2012 
The Sheraton Westport Plaza 

Saint Louis, Missouri 
 

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS 
 

All proposals received by June 2, 2012 will be considered.  Please type or print legibly.  You will be 

notified by July if your proposal has been accepted.  Thank you for your interest and participation.   

 

Please mail this form to the following address or send via email to sadams@ladueschools.net. 

Sarah Adams Schwartz, FLAM Conference Planner 

1541 Grant Road 

St. Louis, MO 63119 

 

PRESENTER INFORMATION 
 

First Name 

 

Last Name 

Academic Affiliation and City 

 

Home Address 

 

 

Home Phone 

 

Work Phone 

Preferred Email 

 
 

CO-PRESENTERS  (Only the person completing the above information will receive correspondence.) 
 

First Name 

 

Last Name 

Academic Affiliation and City 

 

First Name 

 

Last Name 

Academic Affiliation and City 

 

First Name 

 

Last Name 

Academic Affiliation and City 
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Please briefly identify the content (100 words or less), procedures and materials to be used in your 

presentation, as well as how it will benefit participants.  Please indicate if the presentation and/or examples 

will be given in a language other than English.  Please tie your presentation to the theme if possible.  This 

description will be included in the conference program. 

 

 

 

TITLE:  

 

DESCRIPTION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Check here to have your presentation evaluated for “Best of Missouri.”   
(If you are presenting multiple sessions, please choose only ONE session for Best of Missouri consideration.)  

 

Ĕ Has this session been previously presented?  If yes, where and when? 
 

 

Ĕ Please put an X next to the items that apply to your session.  

 

LENGTH TARGET AUDIENCE LANGUAGE 

FOCUS 

CONTENT 

 

 3  

HOURS 

 ELEMENTARY  SPECIFIC 

(Give 

Language) 

 Assessment 

 Culture 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL/ 

JUNIOR HIGH 

 Curriculum 

 Methods/Techniques 

 HIGH SCHOOL  Research 

 75 

MINUTES 

 GENERAL  Standards 

 COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY  Teacher Prep 

 Technology 

 GENERAL  Other  (Please indicate) 

 

Ĕ You will be sent an AV request form once your presentation has been accepted. NOTE: There will be 

changes in AV availability this year. Only projectors and screens will be offered. Other equipment can 

be rented for a fee. 

Ĕ If accepted, it is understood that you will supply electronic copies of your presentation materials by 

October 1, 2012. 
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CSCTFL 2012 Annual Conference 
Milwaukee, WI 
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CSCTFL 2012 Annual Conference 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

 

Touch the World - Plan now to attend the Central States Conference on the Teaching    

of Foreign Languages at the Hyatt Regency Milwaukee on M arch 8ð10, 2012. 

Ğ  CSCTFL events on Thur sday: Immersion workshops, Delegate Assembly for all 17 states, 
Leadership Program, Extension Workshop, Advisory Council Reception/Business Meeting, Exhibit 
Opening Gala.  See website for details on each event: www.csctf l.org 

Ğ CSCTFL events on Fr id ay:  Welcome, keynote speaker, and CSCTFL Awards. Keynote 
Speaker : Lin da Morn el l , founder and former president of Summer Search 

Ğ CSCTFL events on Saturday: NNELL breakfast, FLES strand in conjunction with the 
FLESFEST including a òmake & takeó session, and an additional FLES keynoter 

Ğ Nat ional exhibit ors from Thursday evening until Saturday noon 

Ğ Almo st 200 sessions on Friday and Saturday on a variety of topics in multiple language 

Ğ Specia l sessions and m ore for every classroom to take back and share with all of your 
colleagues 

Ğ 20+ work shops ranging in language and topic throughout the conference (Thursday, Friday, & 
Saturday) 

 Go to http://csctfl.o rg   

to find the Central Connection:  
Preliminary Program Information  

P.O. Box 251 

Milwaukee, WI 53201-0251 

Hyatt Regency Milwaukee  

 

 

CSCTFL 2012 Annual Conference 
Milwaukee, WI 

 

http://www.csctfl.org/
http://csctfl.org/
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FLAM Executive Board
 

Lisa Lilley, President 
1667 S. Woodbury 

Springfield, MO  65809 

(417) 881-8815 (H) 

(417) 523-9732 (W) 

sralil@mchsi.com 

 
Janice DeNure,  

President Elect 
4525 Hwy 109  

Eureka, MO 63025 

denurejanice@yahoo.com 

 
Carrol Lund,                 

Past President             
3253 E. Southern Hills Blvd 

Springfield, MO 65804 

(417) 887-9563 

carrol.lund338@gmail.com 

 

Stephanie Dominguez,  

Treasurer 
1301 NW 72nd Terrace 

Kansas City, MO 64118 

(816) 436-6977 

stephdominguez1@gmail.com

Jo Cunningham, 

Secretary 
6558 County Road 401 

Fulton, MO  65251 

(573) 642-4107 (H) 

(573) 214-3210 (W) 

ccunning@columbia.k12.mo.us 
 

Sarah Adams,  

Conference Chair  
1541 Grant Rd.  

St. Louis, MO 63119 

 (314) 620-8742 

sadams@ladueschool.net 
 

Angie Smith,   
Assistant Conference Chair  
45 Thicket Trail  

Buffalo, MO 65622 

 (417) 733-3361 

 (417) 523-9500 (W) 

 amsmith@spsmail.org 
 

Jeff Tamaroff, 

Advocacy Chair 
500 N. Central Ave 

Eureka, Mo 63025 

(636) 733-2139 

tamaroffjeff@rockwood.k12.mo.us

Nancy Ipock,          

Newsletter Editor 

3910 E. Linwood 

Springfield, MO  65809 

(417) 883-3886 (H) 

(417) 742-3524 (W) 

nipock@hotmail.com 

 
Jason Jolley,  
Webmaster 

Missouri State University 
901 S. National Ave 
Springfield, MO  65897 
 (417) 836-5871 
 jasonjolley@missouristate.edu 
 
Jane Zeiser,  

Exhibitor & Advertising 

Chair 
1441 Colonial Dr 

St. Charles, MO 63304-6867 

 (636) 922-8201 

 jzeiser@stchas.edu 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Make sure you receive FLAM notifications and updates! 
Send address corrections to 

Stephanie Dominguez at 

stephdominguez1@gmail.com 

 

FLAM Merchandise 
 

Do you need a FLAM T-shirt, note cards, 

bag……? 
 

Check with Nancy Ipock to see what is available 

and to arrange for shipping. 

Contact her at: 
 

nipock@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:jasonjolley@missouristate.edu
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Regional Representatives 
 

Julie M. Halsey-Begnaud, 
Region I 
33 S. Fairview 

Liberty, MO  64068 

(816)-781-4032 (H) 

(816)-986-4000 ext. 8173 (W) 

julie.begnaud@leesummit.k12.mo.us 
 (Counties:  Clay, Jackson) 

 

Astrid Ruiz, Region II 
7277 NW Highway 9  

Kansas City, MO 64152 

(816)-741-5400 ext. 357 

aruizregion2@gmail.com 
  (Counties:  Andrew, Atchinson, Buchanan, 

Caldwell, Clinton, Davies, DeKalb, Gentry, 

Grundy, Harrison, Holt, Livingston, Mercer, 

Nodaway, Platte, Worth) 

 

Nita Shipp, Region III 
7194 Hwy K,  

Madison, MO  65263 

nita.shipp@gmail.com 
(Counties:  Adair, Chariton, Clark, Knox, 

Lewis, Linn, Macon, Marion, Monroe, Pike, 

Putnam, Ralls, Randolph, Schuyler, Scotland, 

Shelby, Sullivan) 

 

Carey Hughes, Region IV 
2301 Port Townsend Court 

Columbia, MO  65203 

(573) 886-9800 (H) 

(573) 214-3230 (W) 
cahughes@columbia.k12.mo.us  

(Counties:  Audrain, Boone, Callaway, Cole, 

Cooper, Howard, Moniteau, Montgomery, 

Morgan) 

Amy Turk, Region V 
701 Luckystone Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

(314) 852-8543 

turk.amy@wgmail.org 
(Counties:  Jefferson, St. Louis and St. 

Louis City) 
 

Amaris Breton,  
Region VI 
117 Depuy St.  

Fort Leonard Wood, MO 65473 

(573)-337-0984 (H) 

(573)-774-6401 ext.2314 (W) 

 breton@waynesville.k12.mo.us                   
(Counties:  Camden, Crawford, Dent, 

Gasconade, Iron, Maries, Miller, Osage, 

Phelps, Pulaski, Reynolds, Shannon, 

Texas, Washington) 
 

Tonia Tinsley,      
Region VII 
Missouri State University 
901 S. National Ave 
Springfield, MO  65897 
 tetinsley@missouristate.edu 
 (Counties:  Barry, Barton, Cedar, 

Christian, Dade, Dallas, Douglas, 

Greene, Howell, Jasper, Laclede, 

Lawrence, McDonald, Newton, Oregon, 

Ozark, Polk, Stone, Taney, Webster, 

Wright) 

 

 

 

 

 

Dieter Jedan,  
Region VIII 
Department of Global Cultures 

and Languages 

Southeast MO State University 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 

djeden@semo.edu 
 (Counties:  Bollinger, Butler, Cape 

Girardeau, Carter, Dunklin, Madison, 

Mississippi, New Madrid, Pemiscot, 

Perry, Ripley, Scott, St. Francois, Ste. 

Genevieve, Stoddard, Wayne) 
 

Dee Friel, Region IX 
207 Virginia Street 

Sweet Springs, MO 65351 

 (660) 335-4174 (H) 

 (660) 674-2236 (W) 

 (660) 864-1375 (C) 

deefriel@embarqmail.com 
 (Counties:  Bates, Benton, Carroll, Cass, 

Henry, Hickory, Johnson, Lafayette, 

Pettis, Ray, Saline, St. Clair, Vernon) 
 

Jane Zeiser,  
Region X 
1441 Colonial Dr 

St. Charles, MO 63304-6867 

 (636) 922-8201 

jzeiser@stchas.edu 
(Counties:  Franklin, Lincoln, St. Charles, 

Warren) 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Nancy Ipock, 3910 East Linwood, Springfield, MO  65809 

(417) 883-3886    nipock@hotmail.com 
 

DEADLINES:  Submission deadlines for the FLAM Newsletter are April 15, August 1, and January 10.  The 

FLAM Newsletter will be published approximately two weeks after the copy deadline.  Please keep this in 

mind when submitting dated material or announcements. 
 

Please send all submissions to the editor by deadline dates.  All submissions are subject to approval for 

publication by the FLAM Executive Committee.  The Newsletter Editor reserves the right to modify format 

and content as necessary. 

 

Contact your Regional Representative 
for more information or to share your ideas with 

other foreign language teachers. 

Get Involved in FLAM! 

 
 

mailto:aruizregion2@gmail.com


www.flamnet.org                                Foreign Language Association of Missouri 

 32 

Foreign Language Association of Missouri 
Membership Information and Change of Address Form 

 

 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Home Address:  _____________________________________________________________________                                                                           

street                                                                                          apt. #  

                          ____________________________________________________________________________________   

city                                                                       state                          zip 

County:  __________________________ Telephone Number:  (          )  ___________________________   

e-mail:  _______________________________________________________________________________   

School Name: ____________________________  School District:________________________________ 

County:  _______________________   Language(s) Taught:_____________________________________ 

      ____Elementary   ____JH/Middle School   ____ High School     ____College/Univ.s 

I am willing to serve on the FLAM Board at some future time:  ____yes   _____no 

 

FLAM Dues :    Membership dues have been suspended.  Membership in FLAM is now open to all language 

teachers by virtue of their certification and doesn't require a financial obligation. 
 

Those wishing to financially support FLAM's mission may make a donation to be applied towards 

scholarships, grants, awards, advocacy and outreach programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ǐ Check here if you do NOT want information released to other organizations. 

Ǐ Check here if this is a change of address. 
 

The Missouri Foreign Language Newsletter is published three times per year (fall, winter, spring-summer) by the Foreign Language Association of Missouri, a non-profit 
entity.  The Newsletter is available to all members of FLAM, to the editors of similar publications in other states, and to Missouri foreign language teachers/students not 
affiliated with FLAM.  Readers are advised that FLAM declines all responsibility for the equality of products, services or courses described in advertisements or articles. 
 

 
 

Deadline for the Spring Newsletter is April 15.  

Important Changes 
 

ALL Missouri foreign language teachers are now members of FLAM. 
 

Help us all stay connected. 
 

Send any address changes to: 

 Stephanie Dominguez 

1301 NW 72nd Terrace 

Kansas City, MO 64118 

stephdominguez1@gmail.com 

 

mailto:stephdominguez1@gmail.com

