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Dear FLAM members and friends,

It is an honor to be the President of this amazing association and I welcome you to the 2022 FLAM

Conference on the beautiful campus of Washington University in St. Louis! I am very happy to have you

here celebrating with us our first back-in-person conference after two years of offering it virtually.

Taking what we have learned from these past couple of years, we have evolved and have adjusted to

new learning modes, moving from in-person teaching to virtual teaching and vice versa, and adjusting/

adapting/recreating our lessons for students’ success, and the good news is that together we have

risen to meet these new challenges and together we have overcome. Because of your perseverance

and dedication to success, our FLAM Board and I hope that you enjoy to its fullest this great

professional development we have prepared for you.

This year, we cherish our theme “Embracing our Diversity through Languages” and we must recognize

what makes us and our students unique and how we can embrace our differences to have one goal in

common: teaching and learning languages and their cultures. I have always believed that as we learn

another language, we also reveal aspects of other cultures, we learn that people that speak different

languages also have different mannerisms, habits, unique ways of approaching communication, and

ways of interacting with the world that may be completely new and exciting to learn. We may even

learn things about our own culture that never occurred to us before. Learning a new language is about

exploration and every language presents a new and exciting opportunity to explore how truly unique

and special we all are.

Thank you for joining us and I wish you an exciting conference where you can meet new friends,

connect with old friends, and learn about amazing strategies that you can take with you to share with

your students and colleagues.

Let the celebration, the collaboration, and the learning commence!

Sincerely,

Haydee Taylor-Arnold, M.A.T., M.A.

4



Hello Everyone,

We are pleased to be at Washington University with so many of you this weekend! Use

this time to connect with friends, new and old, and to recharge for the rest of the

school year. Take advantage of the sessions offered and encourage one another. Share

what you learn with someone and think about the students who are at the core of

what we do throughout our careers. When you are tired and frustrated, step back and

remember that language teaching is important! Use what you learn at the conference to transform

your learning environment into a place where students are inspired to use the target language and to

pursue careers where language skills are vital. Never stop learning.

Jeff Loughary

Hello FLAMily!

After so many months (years) apart, I want to say how happy I am that we can all be

together again and how pleased the association is to welcome you to the beautiful

campus of Washington University in Saint Louis. This is a new page, a new place and a

joy for us all. Thank you all for your participation and support in FLAM’s virtual

conferences in 2020 and 2021! I would like to recognize the Board, who has worked so diligently since

2019 when we were all in person and also those of you who participated in the Advocacy Focus Group

in 2021-2022. It meant more meetings, but we provided meaningful professional development and

came up with some useful resources posted on the FLAM webpage to help you advocate and raise the

profile of your programs. Together, we have made it through unprecedented challenges; we are here at

last and it is time to celebrate and go forward!! You have shown how strong and great you are!! FLAM is

here to support you for 2022 and beyond…

Toni� Tinsle�
Tonia Tinsley
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• College language instructors 

• K-12 In-Service language teachers 
seeking professional development 

• Students wishing to pursue a 
doctoral degree in languages 



Iva Youkilis
Conference Chair

Graziella Postolache
Deputy Conference Chair

Violaine White
Past Conference Chair

AKASH PATEL
Empathy, Action Civics, and Cross-Cultural Understanding for
Social Justice in the World Language Classroom

Technology makes it easier than ever to connect students to the world. But how can we

better harness these connections to empower learners to think and act beyond their

classroom walls? Learn how to use resources from Happy World Foundation, Inc. to

connect students with native speakers from over 150 countries to inspire the global

citizens of tomorrow.

FLAM is so honored to have Mr. Akash Patel as its 2022 Keynote Speaker. Mr. Patel is

ACTFL President-Elect and Founder of the Happy World Foundation, which brings native

speakers of different countries to language classrooms in the United States. He is also a

2018 Global Teacher Finalist and a National Council Member at the United Nations

Association of the USA.
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Jennifer Meitz
Southeast Region Representative

Counties: Bollinger, Butler, Cape Girardeau,
Carter, Crawford, Dent, Dunklin, Franklin, Iron,
Jefferson, Madison, Mississippi, New Madrid,
Oregon, Pemiscot, Perry, Reynolds, Ripley,
Scott, Shannon, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve,
St. Louis, St. Louis City, Stoddard, Washington,
Wayne

Bess Hayles
Northwest Region Representative

Counties: Andrew, Atchison, Buchanan,
Caldwell, Carroll, Cass, Clay, Clinton, Daviess,
DeKalb, Gentry, Grundy, Harrison, Holt,
Jackson, Johnson, Lafayette, Livingston,
Mercer, Nodaway, Platte, Ray, Worth

Suzanne Yonke
Central Region Representative

Counties: Benton, Boone, Callaway, Camden,
Cole, Cooper, Gasconade, Howard, Maries, Miller,
Moniteau, Morgan, Osage, Pettis, Phelps,
Pulaski, Saline

Adriana Szczesny
Southwest Region Representative

Counties: Barry, Barton, Bates, Cedar,
Christian, Dade, Dallas, Douglas, Greene,
Henry, Hickory, Howell, Jasper, Laclede,
Lawrence, McDonald, Newton, Ozark, Polk,
St. Clair, Stone, Taney, Texas, Vernon,
Webster, Wright

Cady Villmer
Northeast Region Representative

Counties: Adair, Audrain, Chariton, Clark,
Knox, Lewis, Lincoln, Linn, Macon, Marion,
Monroe, Montgomery, Pike, Putnam, Ralls,
Randolph, Schuyler, Scotland, Shelby, St.
Charles, Sullivan, Warren
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Mimi Mijeong Kim, Ed.D.
Teaching Professor of Korean Language

Washington University in St. Louis

Taewoong Kim, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Korean Language

Washington University in St. Louis

Hea Yong Chun, M.A.
Lecturer in Korean Language

Washington University in St. Louis

FLAM is so happy to recognize the Best of Missouri presentation from the October 2021
conference!

Fostering Cultural Literacy: Integrating Real World in College Language Curriculum

The main objective of the workshop is to illustrate the ways to foster students’ intercultural competence, which
entails language learners’ ability to “investigate cultures” and “interact in culturally authentic manners” as
reflected in the ACTFL’s new Can-Do Statements (NCSSFL-ACTFL, 2017). The presentation elucidates the efficacy
of Project-Based Language Learning (PBLL) curricula in promoting intercultural competence in university
language classes with specific curricular examples from the first level to fifth level classes.

The winner of the Best of Missouri Award goes on to represent FLAM as the “Best of Missouri” presentation at a Central
States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Language. The presentation is chosen by a vote of the FLAM Conference
attendees at the end of each conference.
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Liang May LEE
2022 FLAM Distinguished World Language Educator Award

The Distinguished World Language Educator Award honors members of the foreign language teaching
profession for long-term achievements and dedication of service in education.

Liang May Lee graduated from University of Kansas in English and received her
Master of Education at Rockhurst University. As an educator of eleven years, May
has built her career of ten years within the Lee’s Summit School district serving as a
Mandarin Chinese teacher at various schools as a traveling teacher. Currently, she
teaches levels 1-5 in two high schools (Lee’s Summit High School and Lee’s Summit
West) and level 1 at Summit Lakes Middle School. In addition to teaching levels 1-5,
she also prepares her upper levels for proficiency tests needed to attain the Seal of
Biliteracy and International Baccalaureate diploma, and they can earn dual credit
through UMKC. Despite the rigorous curriculum, her goal is to make Mandarin
Chinese easy and fun to learn so her students can express themselves, build

relationships and shape the course of their own lives in another language. She sponsors Chinese Club and
National Chinese Honor Society (NCHS) for both high schools. As the sponsor, she has established the
Chinese Cultural Event for the Kids Country After School program, worked with ELL teachers to provide
monthly virtual Chinese lessons for students in the K-8 Pathway Biliteracy Program, overseen monthly
Chinese Clubs at high schools, co-organized and co-hosted the LSW Cultural Festival of Chinese, French,
Spanish and German languages to promote multilingualism. She has also established a volunteer program
between Chinese School of Greater Kansas City and NCHS. NCHS members volunteer as teacher assistants
at the Chinese school and have given them valuable cross-cultural and real-world experience through
interaction with native speakers. Through the Chinese curriculum she writes and the extracurricular
cultural activities she designs, May hopes that a global mindset can resonate with students. Finally, she
also serves as the mentor for new Chinese teachers and holds consistent meetings with them to support
them. Her goal is to grow the Chinese program so she can reestablish the Chinese exchange program that
was broken due to high turnover rate. Her mentorship and leadership has stabilized the Chinese program
and her principal, Dr. Hertzog, states: “In short, there would be no Chinese language program without Ms.
Lee.” May is a 2021-2022 recipient of the Excellence in Teaching award and a finalist for Teacher of the
Year at the Lee’s Summit School District.
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Carmen FARABEE
2022 Lifetime Achievement Award

The Lifetime Achievement Award honors a member of the world language teaching profession who has
devoted their professional career to the improvement of world language learning.

Mrs. Carmen M. Arvelo-Farabee was born and raised in Puerto Rico. She earned a
B.A. in Education from the Interamerican University of Puerto Rico in 1990, and an
M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction and later an additional degree in School
Administration from William Woods University in Fulton, MO in 2003 and 2007
respectively. She has taught for 32 years in private- and public- school systems. Her
experience includes Educational Technician in the Department of Defense, Special
Education Teacher in Puerto Rico and Special Education and Spanish Teacher in the
Bowling Green R-1 School District and Spanish Teacher for the Hannibal School
District from which she retired last spring. In addition to her certification in Spanish,
Mrs. Farabee has certifications in Physical & Other Health Impaired and Mental

Handicap. Because of her prior Special Education experience, she was able to build an inclusive curriculum
making learning Spanish fun and fulfilling. Mrs. Farabee has touched the lives of many students while
teaching Spanish. Many of her students continued studies in foreign languages after high school
graduation because they said, “Mrs. Farabee planted the seed and interest”. She has taught Spanish 1,2,3
and 4.

Brian CHANEY
2022 FLAM Early Career Award

The Early Career Award honors members of the World Languages teaching profession for outstanding
innovations and related achievements in the classroom during the first three years of teaching.

Brian Chaney teaches Spanish 1 and 2 at Raytown High School. He was convinced in
middle school that he would become a lawyer, however, after just one week of Spanish
class in high school, his goals changed. Sra. Mills inspired him to become a Spanish
teacher. After continuing Spanish throughout high school, Brian went on to receive a
bachelor’s degree in Spanish education with a minor in history from Northwest Missouri
State University. While at college, he worked with adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Brian completed student-teaching at Liberty High School.
There, he worked with Sra. Astrid Ruiz on courses such as Spanish 3-5 and heritage
Spanish. He also learned about many other aspects of foreign language education
including how to prepare students for the Missouri and global seals of biliteracy. He also

helped with Spanish Honor Society among other responsibilities. Diversity, equity, and inclusion is a big
passion of Brian’s as he believes school is a place where everyone should be able to come and feel valued
while learning.
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Cammy GOUCHER
2022 FLAM Friend of World Languages Award

The Friend of World Languages Award honors an individual or group from outside the world language
teaching profession who has made significant contributions to the teaching and learning of world
languages.

Cammy Goucher is the current English Language Development and World Languages
Director at the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.
However, Cammy is not new to the field of language development. As a child she
traveled from one rural community to another with her parents who worked as
migrant farm workers. It was a rich and rewarding experience which instilled in her a
love of cultures and languages.

Life has provided Cammy many opportunities to be exposed to languages, from
being a K-Mart supervisor in a town with a large customer base from a nearby
collegiate school for the deaf, and learning sign language in order to better

understand and communicate with the customers they served -  to learning Russian from a lovely
babushka who regularly came to visit her when she worked the front desk at the local YMCA. It was
almost as if she was being called into the field of language learning.

Cammy’s educational career began in 1989 when she accepted a position as Special Reading Instructor in
LaMonte, Missouri. A few years later, she returned to work near her home in southwestern Missouri and
spent 27 years with the Neosho school district as a Special Reading Instructor, a fifth grade teacher, and 20
years as an ELD Instructional Specialist and later ELD Coordinator. It was her role as ELD instructor and
coordinator that deepened her love for languages and culture. In her years of service, she watched the
children of her first students enter and thrive in the school system as proficient English speakers. The
families and students she served treated her as family and she became their trusted advocate.

After retiring from the classroom, Cammy continues her work on behalf of language learners through her
position at the Missouri Department of Education. She is both honored and proud to accept this Friend of
World Languages Award and looks forward to many years of collaboration with the Foreign Language
Association of Missouri.
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Abby HIBBARD
2022 FLAM Outstanding Future World Language Teacher Award

The Outstanding Future World Language Teacher Award honors a post-secondary world language student
who exhibits superior performance in a world language program.

Abby Hibbard holds a Bachelor of Arts in French from Missouri Western State
University. She recently finished with a Master of Arts in Education at Truman
State University last spring. While at Truman State, she had the chance to grow
tremendously as a teacher through opportunities such as a graduate assistant
research position, where she contributed to research in recruitment and
retention. She currently teaches French 1, 2 and 2 Honors at Lindbergh High
School. In addition, she is starting her second year of coaching Freshman Boys’
Volleyball. She looks forward to continuing the relationships that she built during
her internship in the Spring of 2022 at Lindbergh this school year.

Annalise LAWLOR
2022 FLAM Excellence in World Language Study Award

High School

The Excellence in World Language Study Award - High School is awarded to a junior or senior secondary
world language student who exhibits superior performance in the world language classroom.

Annalise Lawlor graduated Lee's Summit West High School last spring where she
earned the Missouri Seal of Biliteracy in Mandarin Chinese and is attending the
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine 6-year BA/MD program this fall.
She has been studying Mandarin Chinese for the past 5 years and has participated in a
variety of events such as being a teacher's assistant at the Chinese School of Greater
Kansas City, organizing events at local elementary schools to educate about Chinese
culture and language, and planning the first annual Multicultural Festival at her high
school. Annalise plans to use her language skills to connect to Chinese speaking
populations within the United States to create greater access to healthcare.
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Phuc PHAM
2022 FLAM Excellence in World Language Study Award

Middle School

The Excellence in World Language Study Award - Middle School is awarded to a middle school 5th to 7th
grade world language student who exhibits superior performance in the world language class.

Phuc Pham is an 8th grader at Pershing Middle School in Springfield. His ethnicity is
Vietnamese and he speaks English and Vietnamese. He is also learning Spanish and
aspiring to learn Japanese. He enjoys collecting mementos: keychains, papers, art,
and pins to mark memorable events as well as listening to music, drawing, cooking,
interacting with friends. He also enjoys volleyball, badminton, and card games. He
may want to become a translator because languages have always fascinated him.
“My friends have joked that they will hire me as their translator in their travels in the
future.”

Fran BURNETT
FLAM World Language Grant ($500)

Fran Burnett is a French teacher and Student Council Advisor at Fort Osage High

School in Independence, Missouri where she teaches all levels of French and a

leadership course. With 27 years in the classroom, a master’s degree in French, and

an Educational Specialist in Educational Technology, Fran brings a lot of experience

to teaching but is always looking for ways to keep language learning fun and

relevant. When she’s not teaching, Fran can be found with her hands in either

dough or dirt and bribing her husband with sweet treats in exchange for travel. She

also shamelessly reads all of your blogs and social media accounts looking for ways

to get better as a teacher.
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Astrid RUIZ
FLAM World Language Grant ($500)

Astrid Ruiz was born in the country of the eternal spring - Guatemala. She has taught

Spanish for 25 years. Currently, she teaches Spanish IV, V Honors, Dual Credit, and

Heritage classes at Liberty High School. Teaching, learning, and advocating for

languages is her passion. Her goal is to prepare students with the needed cultural

understanding, knowledge, and skills to use their second language beyond high school

and to become Global Citizens through her mission of advocating for students and

languages.

Zull-Kifuly MOUMOUNI
FLAM Conference Scholarship

Zull-Kifuly Moumouni is a graduate student at Missouri State University in

Springfield. He is doing a Master of Applied Second Language Acquisition in the

department of Modern and Classical Languages. Prior to Missouri State University,

he earned a bachelor's degree in African Studies from the English department of

the University of Abomey-Calavi (first university of his home country- the Benin

Republic, West Africa). He also had a 7-year experience in Teaching English as a

Foreign Language before his admission in the Fulbright Hubert H. Humphrey

Fellowship Program in 2018. As a Humphrey fellow at the University of Montana

and the Pennsylvania State University, he was trained for Teaching English as a

Foreign Language, leadership, networking, and professional development. Zull's future goal is to get a

Ph.D. in French and Francophone Studies and become a French professor at the university level.
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Kathleen PLACKE
FLAM Conference Scholarship

Kathleen Placke teaches Spanish 1, 2 and 4 at Visitation Academy in St. Louis. She

is a recent graduate of the Truman State University MAE program. She loves to

create tasks that encourage authentic communication and uses authentic

resources in her classroom. She also integrates culture organically through her

lessons by talking about Hispanic celebrities, and celebration. She uses a variety

of tech resources as well, such as Nearpod, Quizizz, Blooket, Flipgrid and more.

Recently, she has found ways to incorporate TikTok into her classroom as a

unique form of engagement in the target language.

Claire VIVIANO
FLAM Conference Scholarship

 
Claire Viviano currently teaches Spanish 1 and AP along with coaching the freshman

girls volleyball team at Troy Buchanan High School in Troy, Missouri. Her appreciation

for foreign language teaching and second language acquisition grew steadily during

her time at Truman State University and became especially apparent during the

semester she spent abroad as a foreign exchange student in Burgos, Spain. She

completed her student teaching at Rockwood Summit High School before receiving

her master’s degree in Foreign Language Education last spring. She came to know

FLAM through Truman's graduate program and is incredibly thankful for all of the

wonderful connections she has made.
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I� whic� wa�� d� language� allo� u�
t� embrac� ou� dive�sit�?

I believe that, as we learn another language, we also reveal aspects of other cultures; we learn that people

that speak different languages also have different mannerisms, habits, and unique ways of interacting with the

world. Learning a new language is about exploration and every language presents a new and exciting

opportunity to explore how truly unique and special we all are.

~ Haydee Taylor-Arnold, President

Languages are the key to interacting with others! We can communicate with a wider network of friends and

colleagues. The door to intercultural competence opens wider by learning and using diverse languages.

~ Jeff Loughary, President-Elect

Languages allow us to express all of ourselves, our pasts, presents and futures;  all of which serves as a model

for students as they figure out how to navigate their individual identities and experiences in a complex world.

~ Tonia Tinsley, Past-President

Learning another language takes time, effort, and compassion. It is a step towards understanding someone’s

culture and bridging differences. When you make the effort to learn another language, you’re accepting

differences and reaching out for connection.

~ Rachel Gassner, Communications Chair

I think that learning another language teaches us to view the world through a different lens. Not everyone has

to think or act the same way.

~ Bess Hayles, Northwest Region Representative

Languages allow us to not only think in new ways, but also to express ourselves, our ideas, and communities.

This connection to each other allows for a building of unity through differences.

~ Brian Jacob, Secretary
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Miguel de Unamuno said, “Thoughts aren’t wrapped in language, language is thought.” By embracing diverse

languages, we love, live and experience things from another perspective. They grant us empathy and

understanding.

~ Jen Meitz, Southeast Representative

Harmony and reconciliation can be achieved as a result of embracing language diversity and beauty in our

communities, schools and families. Languages empower us and reinforce our sense of purpose in life.

~ Graziella Postolache, Deputy Conference Chair

Languages diversify our world in many ways: they provide us with opportunities to broaden our horizons,

enable us to learn about other communities’ cultures, and establish connections with others that will nurture

our identity. Languages make our world stronger.

~ Vanessa Rodríguez de la Vega, Deputy Treasurer

Language serves as a vehicle for expressing thoughts and feelings. Language can be a

bridge for building relationships.

~ Adriana Szczesny, Southwest Region Representative

Languages help us bridge communication among various cultures and offer insight into understanding other

perspectives - all while helping us grow into more understanding global citizens!

~ Cady Villmer, Northeast Region Representative

Interpersonal communication through different languages is one of the most rewarding processes that foster

constant flux in understanding self and the world around us. It influences and enhances the way we think, act,

appreciate each other, and grow.

~ Iva Youkilis, Conference Chair
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Fifty-Minute Workshops

S1.A Simon Hall 017

Fostering Cultural Literacy: Integrating Real World in College Language Curriculum

Presenters: Mimi Mijeong Kim, Taewoong Kim, Hea Yong Chun, Washington University in St. Louis

The main objective of the workshop is to illustrate the ways to foster students’ intercultural competence,

which entails language learners’ ability to “investigate cultures” and “interact in culturally authentic manners”

as reflected in the ACTFL’s new Can-Do Statements (NCSSFL-ACTFL, 2017). The presentation elucidates the

efficacy of Project-Based Language Learning (PBLL) curricula in promoting intercultural competence in

university language classes with specific curricular examples from the first level to fifth level classes.

Audience: All Language: English Best of Missouri 2021

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S1.B Simon Hall 020

Beyond the Cloze: Five Ways to Make Music an Integral Part of Your Unit

Presenter: Arianne Dowd, South Brunswick High School

Sometimes we find a great song for our students but how can we bring it beyond an ordinary cloze activity?

This session will explore 5 different ways in which a song can become an integral piece of a unit of study!

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S1.C Simon Hall 021

Best Practices in Translation and Interpretation

Presenter: Mercedes Stephenson, Webster University

This presentation will address how to become an interpreter and a translator, as well as how to develop skills

in the medical, legal, business, travel, education, and community fields. Attendees will receive real life-advice

and tips on how to be successful while enjoying a balance of work and personal life. Everyone will have the

opportunity to participate in this interactive presentation on interpretation and translation.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

25



S1.D Simon Hall 022

Common Ground Takeaways

Presenter: Kim Lackey, Rockwood Summit High School

The book Common Ground: Second Language Acquisition Theory Goes to the Classroom by Florencia Henshaw

and Maris Hawkins bridges SLA research and practical classroom practice. If you have read the book or if not,

come and participate in a discussion of how the ideas from this book can be implemented to empower us as

teachers and to help our students achieve higher levels of proficiency.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Best Practices

S1.E Simon Hall 023

Conceptual Understanding is Key: Letting Go of the Minutia

Presenters: Eric Richards, Pat Brown, Fort Zumwalt School District

Are you ready for both a science and language lesson? In this presentation, we bring together overlaps from

the science and world language classrooms. We look at how we can use students’ ideas about language,

science, discourse, and communication to develop conceptual understanding and new language learning. At

the heart of this work is sequencing instruction so students have “explore-before-explain” experiences where

they engage in active meaning-making that builds on prior knowledge.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Curriculum and Assessment

S1.F Simon Hall 018

Write a Grant Proposal to Grow Multiliteracy

Presenter: Sarah Sandidge, Missouri State University, Show Me Multiliteracy

The Show Me Multiliteracy project is inviting mini-grant proposals from Missouri K-12 teachers for

implementing activities, strategies, and enrichment programs that support multilingual students’ learning in

all of their languages. Bring your ideas and start writing your proposal during this session; let us guide you to

success.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Language teaching in the culturally and linguistically diverse student body
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Fifty-Minute Workshops

S2.A Simon Hall 017

Teaching Students to Write in the Target Language

Presenters: Tonia Tinsley, Missouri State University, Crystal Young, Clever High School

This session will explore strategies and best practices for teaching students to write in the target language. We

will examine instructional strategies, prompts, and grading practices that encourage students to be creative,

but also help them to develop critical thinking about writing, especially on error correction and feedback, and

successfully communicating in the language. We will include examples of bell-ringers, prompts, storyboards,

and creative re-writing, in French and Spanish.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

S2.B Simon Hall 020

Let's Get Interpersonal

Presenter: Justin Seifts, East Chapel Hill High School, NC, Vista Higher Learning

Being able to interact with others in the target language is at the forefront of communication. This session will

focus on how to engage students in the interpersonal mode, using proven strategies and activities that engage

students both in speaking and writing. Sample activities that can be used across language levels will be

shared. Participants will leave with strategies, activities, resources, and ideas that get students interacting in

the target language!

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

S2.C Simon Hall 021

Student-Centered Digital Teaching, Learning, and Gaming

Presenters: Mark Dowell, Iva Youkilis, Washington University in St. Louis

Developing successful solutions to students’ learning needs in the context of their reality as university

students studying languages and culture in the digital age requires innovation and inventiveness in lesson

design and technology. As such, our response in part has been to deploy basic computer games in lessons on

language and culture as well as AR and VR. While PowerPoint and Kahoot by design lend themselves more

toward instructor-led games and learning, which is at odds with our overall goal of fomenting

student-centered teaching and learning, other digital tools and integration of mixed realities are implemented

and experimented with.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Technology and e-Learning
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S2.D Simon Hall 022

Experiencing Interculturality to Understand It to Internalize It: 12 Easy Classroom Activities to Help Embrace

Diversity

Presenter: Michel Gueldry, Missouri University of Science and Technology

Social intelligence can help us “embrace our diversity.” We share playful and insightful class activities to help

relax the cognitive-emotional “self-evident false truths” that rigidify our approach to reality and help our

students develop their skills and aptitudes toward diversity. We use Daniel Goleman’s model of emotional

intelligence and the Johari window to invite knowledge of self and development of self-awareness,

management of self, observation of others, and management of our relations. Our activities facilitate

self-observation, self-correction, and observation of others. In conclusion, we share mnemonic acronyms to

help students replace unconscious automatisms with conscious presence and intention.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S2.E Simon Hall 023

Service Your Language Car

Presenter: Liang May Lee, Lee's Summit West High School

Are you curious about how to start the engine and drive a student-led language club or honors club in your

school? Hit the accelerator on your language program and watch it go! Having a language club is a key way to

publicize and expand your language program. It adds a layer of experiential and real-world learning into your

curriculum and builds intercultural competence in your students as they work as a cultural bridge between

members of the community. In this session, the presenter will show you the journey of how you can tap into

local community resources and form partnerships with local cultural organizations to create fun and

meaningful service projects for your language club members. At the end of their service projects, not only will

your club members thank you for spicing up their resumes, but it will also help meet program requirements

for the CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service) component of the IB Diploma Programme and Seal of Biliteracy essay.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S2.F Simon Hall 018

Integrating Digital Technology to Support Authentic Language Production

Presenter: Brian Oshiro, Education Perfect

In this session, we will share ideas on how to facilitate authentic language production tasks in the classroom

using Education Perfect as a tool to support. This will include an overview of pre-built authentic language

tasks that are available in the Education Perfect platform, an overview of our large library of authentic spoken,

visual, and written texts, and tips for using authentic web-based materials.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Technology and e-Learning
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Twenty-Minute Presentations

S3.A1 Simon Hall 017

Advocacy 101: Promoting Our Language Programs from the Classroom

Presenter: Haydee Taylor-Arnold, FLAM President, Ladue Horton Watkins High School

In this session, you will learn important tips you can use to promote and sustain your language programs in

your school. Advocacy doesn't only mean participating in a “Capitol Day” or going to Washington D.C.,

advocacy is present in our daily lives as teachers. We advocate for our language programs every day with our

actions and it is essential to be well-informed about strategies and tools we can use to keep our programs

available for all students. After the presentation, we will share our experiences and you will take ideas to

engage parents and students to learn a second language and to keep your program pipeline growing.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

S3.A2 Simon Hall 017

CHAIN-Use it to Build the Bridge to Success

Presenter: Armando Johnson, Central High School, Springfield Public Schools

The purpose of this session is to share how the implementation of the acronym CHAIN can help us unlock

barriers in our language communities. CHAIN stands for Children/Homes/Access/Inclusion/No Limits and

attendees will learn how this strategy can be used in their classroom to build community, equity, and

inclusion.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Social Justice, Diversity, and Inclusion in the Language Classroom

S3.B1 Simon Hall 020

A Day in the Life as an AP Reader

Presenter: Brian Santos, Francis Howell North High School

In this session, I will describe what it’s like to be an AP Reader. The AP language exams are scored every June

in Cincinnati. I will explain the process of how to apply to be a reader, what the experience is like, what I take

away from the experience, and what I tell my students to succeed on the AP Spanish Language exam.

Audience: Teachers of Spanish Language: English

Theme: Best Practices
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S3.B2 Simon Hall 020

Top 5 Reasons to Use OER in the Language Classroom

Presenter: Jonathan Perkins, Kansas University

Open Educational Resources (OER) - broadly defined as free materials released with explicit permission to

reuse, revise, remix and redistribute – hold the promise of transforming language education. This

presentation will provide a basic overview of OER and the reasons why you should adopt (and adapt) existing

OER and should share resources that you may already have created. A list of large-scale OER projects and

other useful resources will also be provided to get you started.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Curriculum & Assessment

S3.C1 Simon Hall 021

Increase Language Input by Using TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling) in Middle

School Mandarin Chinese Classrooms

Presenter: Lyu Xiaoting, Kansas City Public Schools in Missouri

The presenter will share experience about using TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling)

in lower-level Chinese classes in middle school. What is TPRS? How to use it? How to adapt it in a Chinese

class to increase language input and the use of the target language? This is an experience-sharing

presentation for teachers who are interested in searching for strategies to increase target language use in

their classes.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

S3.C2 Simon Hall 021

Book Creator and Canva: Curating Student-Generated Classroom Libraries

Presenter: Caitlin McKinney, Lee’s Summit West High School

If you are struggling to find ways to curate texts for your classroom library because you lack funds, teach less

commonly taught languages, or travel between buildings, the powerful combination of Canva and Book

Creator may be the answer you've been looking for. Whether you want to add glossaries, quizzes, and images

to articles you find online, publish student-created stories, or provide reading materials based on class-

created content, Canva gives you the power to create professional-looking illustrated books while Book

Creator allows you to curate a library of e-books that you can then share with students and families. I will be

presenting on how to harness the power of both tools to bring accessible reading materials directly to your

students.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Technology and e-Learning
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S3.D1 Simon Hall 022

Integrating Translation as Communicative Practice in the Language Curriculum

Presenter: Martha Caeiro, University of Missouri-St. Louis

Translation has regained value in the language classroom as a communicative task that, if implemented

strategically, fosters the acquisition of mediation skills and facilitates the development of plurilingual and

intercultural competence. After discussing the rationale for the integration of translation into language

teaching, the presenter provides examples of communicative translation activities, assessments, and projects

designed for an introductory Spanish translation class that may be adapted to various proficiency levels in the

language curriculum.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S3.D2 Simon Hall 022

The Power of Positivity: Fostering a Growth Mindset

Presenter: Jennifer Meitz, McCluer High School

Online Teaching Best Practices: Increasing Student Proficiency and Communicative Skills: This qualitative study

investigates the use of best teaching practices in K-12 and higher education online learning environments.

Specifically, this study explores ways researchers and educators can work together to increase student

linguistic proficiency and oral input and output communicative skills in fully online learning environments.

Special attention will be paid to using common educational platforms such as Google Suite, Flipgrid, and

VoiceThread to engage online students and improve their oral and listening skills in virtual environments.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Technology and e-Learning

S3.E1 Simon Hall 023

Culture & Food: Comfort and Success in Language Acquisition

Presenter: Graziella Postolache, University of Missouri-St. Louis

How can we help our students feel comfortable and safe enough to take risks in courses where making

mistakes is central to the learning process? In language courses, one way to support students' well-being and

success is creating a comfortable environment. The Food and Culture class provides both: comfort through

making and sharing food and advancement in the language sequence. In this presentation, I will share some

of the successful strategies I used teaching in-person and online modalities, with a focus on supporting

student well-being and learning.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship
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S3.E2 Simon Hall 023

Transparent Assignments in the Language Classroom

Presenter: Violaine White, University of Missouri-St. Louis

In 2022, I was selected to participate in UMSL's Transparent Assignment Design Advocate Program. The TiLT

framework aims to increase the sense of belonging, retention, and success of all students, in particular

underserved groups. TiLTed tasks clearly communicate the purpose, the tasks, and the criteria of an

assignment. In my presentation, I will show some of the assignments I revisited in classes at the beginning,

intermediate, and advanced levels of instruction. I will also discuss the value of cross-discipline collaboration

the Advocate Program made possible as well as preliminary observations I have made in the presentational

tasks I TiLTed in Spring 2022.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

Keynote Danforth University Center

Empathy, Action Civics, and Cross-Cultural Understanding for Social Justice in the World Language

Classroom.

Presenter: Akash Patel, Dallas Independent School District, Founder of Happy World Foundation, ACTFL

President-Elect

Technology makes it easier than ever to connect students to the world. But how can we better harness these

connections to empower learners to think and act beyond their classroom walls? Learn how to use resources

from Happy World Foundation, Inc. to connect students with native speakers from over 150 countries to

inspire the global citizens of tomorrow.

Twenty-Minute Presentations

S4.A1 Simon Hall 017

Circumlocution: A Novice Learner's Best Friend

Presenter: Rachel Gassner, Whitfield School

Students in the novice classroom struggle to stay in the target language because they simply don't have the

proper tools to communicate. By explicitly teaching the skill of circumlocution, students are able to produce

more phrases in the target language early on. Gone are the days of "How do you say...?" At this session, you'll

practice targeted techniques to get your students creating with the language at the novice level. You'll leave

with a lesson plan and resources that you can use on Monday with little prep.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices
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 S4.A2  Simon Hall 017 

 Enhancing Understanding of Culture through Grammar & Expression Reflection 

 Presenter:  Hiroko Yoshii  , University of Missouri-  St. Louis 

 One of the essential roles of a foreign language instructor is to connect the language with the target culture 

 so that learners can use culturally appropriate language. In my presentation, I will discuss a small in-class 

 activity that initiated engaging culture discussions in English through grammar and expression analysis and 

 reflection. I will then share students’ feedback that they were able to learn the in-depth meanings of certain 

 grammar and expressions used in daily dialogues. 

 Audience:  All  Language:  English 

 Theme:  Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship 

 S4.B1  Simon Hall 020 

 Tools to Promote Inclusion and Diversity in a Language Classroom 

 Presenter:  Vincent Jouane,  Washington University in  St. Louis 

 This presentation will provide efficient techniques and tools to help create a more inclusive space in our 

 language classrooms. Those will include designing syllabi and creating classroom activities reflecting the 

 diverse background of our students. The objective is to make our classes more appealing to students who may 

 not have considered taking a foreign language class. 

 Audience:  All  Language:  English 

 Theme:  Social Justice, Diversity, and Inclusion in  the Language Classroom 

 S4.B2  Simon Hall 020 

 Integrating Social Justice Pedagogy with Communicative Language Teaching 

 Presenters:  Katherine Kerschen  , Washington University  in St. Louis,  Alexsis Wilt  ,  The Pennsylvania State 

 University 

 This session presents the efforts of a Curriculum Working Group (CWG) from a university German department 

 to integrate critical pedagogies into the department’s communicative language teaching (CLT) approach. We 

 describe the pedagogical framework we developed to combine Social Justice (SJ)-focused learning objectives 

 with the CLT-aligned learning objectives mandated by the curriculum and discuss in detail the didacticization 

 process used to translate the SJ- focused learning objectives into instructional materials for third-semester 

 German language courses. 

 Audience:  All  Language:  English 

 Theme:  Social Justice, Diversity, and Inclusion in  the Language Classroom 
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S4.C1 Simon Hall 021

Producing Unicorns from our Students of Color

Presenter: Armando Johnson, Central High School

This session will give educators useful tips for recruiting and retaining students of color in their classrooms.

Teachers will be presented with personal experiences of what it is like being a UNICORN in a classroom and

how to help that UNICORN fly. Also, they will receive tips on connecting with students of color through the

use of culturally relevant and comprehensible input material in instruction.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Social Justice, Diversity, and Inclusion in the Language Classroom

S4.C2 Simon Hall 021

Reclaiming Native American Language: Language and Storytelling

Presenter: Suzanne Jones, Ferguson-Florissant School District

Genocides often include the annihilation of culture and language. Native American cultures have been

targeted through the Residential/Indian Boarding School systems promoted by governments. In current times,

many Native American are reclaiming their culture, language, history, traditions, skills and crafts. My

presentation tells about my journey in reclaiming my Choctaw language and becoming a storyteller.

Audience: All Language: English, Chahta Anumpa/Choctaw

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S4.D1

Nearpoding in the Language Classroom Simon Hall 022

Presenter: Haydee Taylor-Arnold, FLAM President, Ladue Horton Watkins High School

This session will present examples of how to use the platform "Nearpod" focusing on the interpretive mode of

communication. The presenter will show activities she created with Nearpod to engage students in learning

about the Spanish language in an interactive way. Feel free to open a free account in Nearpod and come

ready to learn and create a lesson to use next week.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Technology and e-Learning
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 S4.D2  Simon Hall 022 

 Let's Talk about TalkAbroad 

 Presenter:  Iva Youkilis  , Washington University in  St. Louis 

 How do we foster interculturality in our language classes? Can synchronous video computer-mediated 

 communication (SVCMC) via online exchange programs, such as TalkAbroad, create opportunities for 

 enhancing students' learning experience, developing intercultural competence, and extending classroom time 

 in a creative and effective way? As much as teachers seek comfort in pivoting back to face-to-face instruction, 

 online instructional technologies are inherent in all course designs and methods. Thus, digital platforms can 

 be extremely effective in teaching cultural sensitivity and providing space for relatable, engaging, and 

 meaningful interactions among novice and intermediate speakers. This session will describe the experience of 

 using TalkAbroad from the students' perspective as well as a vehicle for summative assessment in Italian 

 language classes in the university setting. 

 Audience:  All  Language:  English 

 Theme:  Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship 

 S4/S5.F  Simon Hall 018 

 Why Should Missouri’s English Language Learners be in Dual Immersion? (Special 90-minute Session) 

 Presenters:  Christina Garcia  , Saint Louis University,  Lisa Dorner  , University of Missouri,  Kim Potowski  , 

 University of Illinois Chicago,  Rob Greenhaw  , MELL 

 In this panel workshop, three experts in dual immersion and English language learning will provide an 

 overview of the ELL population in Missouri, examine the unique needs of heritage language learners, and 

 discuss the benefits of dual immersion. After short presentations from each panelist, the audience will 

 actively consider how this information is relevant to their own context and student population, ask questions 

 of the panel, and connect with other schools interested in dual immersion. 

 Audience:  All  Language:  English 

 Theme:  Social Justice, Diversity, and Inclusion in  the Language Classroom 

 Fifty-Minute Workshops 

 S5.A  Simon Hall 017 

 PACE: Rethinking Grammar Instruction 

 Presenter:  Kathleen Placke  , Visitation Academy of  St. Louis 

 In this presentation, attendees will learn a new way to teach grammar through implicit instruction in the PACE 

 model. The PACE model functions as a way to present grammar through storytelling and gradual identification 

 of one form. The PACE model allows teachers to integrate culture organically, along with other 5 C’s. This 

 presentation is designed for teachers that are unfamiliar with the PACE model and want to find new ways to 

 teach grammar, as opposed to explicit rule instruction. 

 Audience:  All  Language:  English  Best of MO 2022  Candidate 

 Theme:  Best Practices 
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S5.B Simon Hall 020

Authentic, Communicative Based Language Learning and Application

Presenter: James Muth, STEAM Academy at McCluer South-Berkeley High School

This workshop will explore methods and ideas from both the presenter and audience on how authentic,

communicative-based language learning can be effectively relevant and applicable in all environments outside

of the classroom.

Audience: All Language: English, Spanish Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S5.C Simon Hall 021

French Outside the Hexagon: Making Connections in Morocco

Presenter: Bre Uzzell, Ste Genevieve High School

This presentation speaks to French teachers but can be applied by Spanish, Arabic, and ESL teachers also. The

2022 Fulbright-Hays Seminar to Morocco allowed the presenter to not only make connections with other

educators in that country, but also experience the polylingualism of Moroccan French and Amazigh Arabic

first-hand. We will look at ways these 3 languages are intertwined in daily speech as well as the efforts of the

Moroccan government to augment English speaking in educational institutions. Of course, we will talk about

cultural experiences, but most importantly, we will look at the ways Missouri teachers can connect with

others to make these languages and cultures come alive in the classroom.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

S5.D Simon Hall 022

The Missouri Language Consortium

Presenter: Tonia Tinsley, Missouri State University

This session will include an introduction to the Missouri Language Consortium, a cooperative agreement

between four universities within the state of Missouri to offer upper-division 100% asynchronous courses in

Chinese, French, and German, as well as Teaching Methods. It will be followed by the annual meeting of the

group to set out its course offerings by language.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: World Languages for Special Interest Groups

36



S5.E Simon Hall 023

Coffee as the Locus of Cultural, Economic and Linguistic Exchange in Francophone and Portuguese-Speaking

Countries

Presenters: Elizabeth Allen, Mark Dowell, Washington University in St. Louis

In our workshop, we will explore how the intersections between the historical implications and the everyday

consumption of coffee in different countries can become engaging opportunities for language learning at

different levels. Our presentation will focus on the central role of coffee, not only for its extreme importance

in these cultures, but because of its fascinating and often troubling history, its political and economic

implications, as well as its repercussions on the ethical and environmental levels. Each presenter will focus on

a different language level (French and Portuguese) and on diverse ways to include discussions of coffee

cultures in language teaching while also increasing awareness of interculturality.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship

Fifty-Minute Workshops

S6.A Simon Hall 017

Write & Discuss with Sprinkles on Top

Presenter: Caitlin McKinney, Lee's Summit West High School

This presentation introduces a method called Write & Discuss popularized by Mike Peto as well as suggestions

for keeping this strategy interesting for students. It is a strategy that can be used across languages and levels. I

will demonstrate the basic strategy in French (at a level that non-French speakers can understand) and then

we will watch, discuss, and practice variations of the strategy.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: Best Practices

S6.B Simon Hall 020

Entry Points into Culture

Presenter: Eric Richards, Fort Zumwalt North High School

In this session, attendees will look at how to find and use "entry points" in stories to help access culture. They

will learn to use different strategies and activities to help incorporate culture before, during and after reading.

Attendees will also learn how to drive interactions with the text and class that not only increase student

engagement, but also support language learners' cultural understanding and competence.

Audience: All Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Culture, Interculturality & Global Citizenship
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S6.C Simon Hall 021

Comprehensible Input in Elementary School

Presenter: Elizabeth Garcia-Dominguez, Rossman School

Are you an elementary foreign language teacher interested in shifting your instruction to an

acquisition-driven approach? Unsure how to implement comprehensible input (CI) strategies for your younger

students? This workshop will provide an overview of key elements of CI practice and will introduce some

possible stumbling blocks unique to the elementary school setting, as well as strategies to overcome them

and recommended resources. We will then open the floor to questions and discussion.

Audience: Elementary school teachers Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Best Practices

S6.D Simon Hall 022

Untie the Unit

Presenter: Liang May Lee, Lee's Summit West High School

In this session, the presenter will untie the mental knots of the unit design process from start to finish.

Through the use of authentic resources, Comprehensible Input strategies, Mike Peto’s Write & Discuss

strategy, and project-based assessments, participants will leave the presentation with an eclectic unit design.

Participants will select one IB/AP theme (Environment, Health or Technology) to create, develop, or refine

their practices using the presenter’s unit template as a springboard for group discussions. This session is for

teachers who are teaching upper levels in the language to prepare students for IB, AP, or Seal of Biliteracy

tests.

Audience: Multiple Languages Language: English Best of MO 2022 Candidate

Theme: Curriculum and Assessment

S6.E Simon Hall 023

Awarding K-12 Language Learners

Presenter: Lisa Greenman, National Spanish Exams

Looking for opportunities to celebrate your language learners and to advocate for your Spanish/Portuguese

programs? In this session, participants will learn about the National Spanish Challenge, a national competition

especially for students in grades 1-6, and the National Spanish Exams, a national competition for middle and

high school students taking Spanish or Portuguese. Both contests have prizes for K-12 students, including

ribbons, medals, age-appropriate prizes, certificates, scholarships for teachers and students, and even

summer camps! Other programs and ideas specifically for our youngest learners will also be mentioned.

Audience: All Language: English

Theme: World Languages for Special Interest Groups
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FLAM would like to thank the following sponsors and exhibitors for their continued support.

Please visit the tables and/or attend the presentation of the following exhibitors:
❖ Avant Assessment |www.avantassessment.com

Contact: Bonnie Peterson, info@avantassessment.com
❖ Education First | www.ef.edu

Contact: Mara Wearden, mara.wearden@ef.com
❖ Education Perfect | www.educationperfect.com

Contact: Brian Oshiro, brian.oshiro@educationperfect.com
❖ Educational Systems & Services / Sanako | www.sanako.com

Contact: Bill Desch, bill@855bestlab.com
❖ Heart of the Sky Fair Trade Fundraisers | www.heart-of-sky.com

Contact: Melinda Van Slyke, HeartOfTheSkyFairTrade@gmail.com
❖ Missouri University of Science & Technology | www.mst.edu

Contact: Michel Gueldry, michelgueldry@mst.edu
❖ National Spanish Exam | www.nationalspanishexam.org

Contact: Lisa Greenman, lgreenman@aatsp.org
❖ Show Me Multiliteracy | www.moliteracies.org

Contact: Sarah Sandridge, showmemultiliteracy@missouristate.edu
❖ Truman State University | www.truman.edu

Contact: Dr. Stacy Davis, sdavis@truman.edu
❖ Vista Higher Learning | www.vistahigherlearning.com

Contact: Glenda Rosado, grosado@vistahigherlearning.com
❖ Xperitas | www.xperitas.org

Contact: Amy Litman, amy@xperitas.org
❖ Yabla | www.yabla.com

Contact: Hanser Pimentel, hanser@yabla.com

Please visit the following websites:
❖ GEMAS | www.gemasconsulting.com

Contact: Elizabeth Alinas, execjimenez@aol.com
❖ Klett World Languages | www.klettwl.com

Contact: Maria Jesus Abilleira, mjabilleira@klettwl.com
❖ Missouri State University | www.missouristate.edu

Contact: Jason Jolley,  jasonjolley@missouristate.edu
❖ Universidad de Salamanca | www.usal.es

Contact: José Miguel Sánchez Llorente, jmsll@usal.es
❖ Wichita State University | www.whichita.edu

Contact: Melissa Ellenz, Melissa.Ellenz@wichita.edu

For more information, please contact our Exhibitor Chair, Nancy Ipock at nipock@hotmail.com
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Temas and AP® Spanish

Fully updated with new authentic content 
and robust digital platforms.

Sentieri

Now with interactive 
grammar tutorials, 
updated test bank, 
and stronger focus 
on interculturality.

D’accord!

Includes new episodic video series and 
new authentic content.

Denk mal!

Updated authentic 
readings and videos, 
new assessment 
program, and new 
digital features.

Inspiring and empowering K–12 
language learners—those learning a new 
language, improving a second language, 
or perfecting their native language.

Learn more 
vistahigherlearning.com/programs/k-12/world-language

N E W  F O R  2 0 2 2 – 2 0 2 3

WORLD LANGUAGES

AP® SPANISH 6–12

ITALIAN 9–12

FRENCH 6–12

GERMAN 9–12

L AN GUAG E  ·  L I T E R AC Y  ·  C U LTU R E

https://vistahigherlearning.com/programs/k-12/world-language
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